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A church that does not provoke any crises, preach a gospel 

that does not unsettle, proclaim a word of God that does not 

get under anyoneôs skin, of a word of God that does not 

touch the real sin of the society in which it is being pro-

claimed: what kind of Gospel is that? 
 

** Oscar Romero - Assassinated March 24, 1980 



From the Director:  òJesus, You Are So Irksomeó 
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I purchased a pair of pants last month, attracted by the label that read ñperfect fit.ò  Someone described a 

college student who participated in an Urban Challenge experience here as a ñnatural fit.ò  We say that 

people in love are just ñperfect together.ò  We like to hear those kinds of phrases.  They ring of goodness, 

unity, and ease. 
 

Then, I think this.  Is Jesus a natural fit for us?  Are we, are you, and Jesus, or Jesusô mission, perfect to-

gether?  Do we hear in our Churches what we hear coming from the mouth of Jesus?  Is the mission of our 

Parish a continuation of the way Jesus lived His Life?  Would we find Jesus good company?  Interesting, 

yes, but a bit naïve or out of touch?  Does Jesus un-nerve us?  Why?  Do we find loving Jesus easier than following Je-

sus?  Remember that Jesus asked his disciples to follow Him way more times than He said to love Him.  In fact, Jesus is 

clear in saying that the essence of loving Him is recognizing His Real Presence in the ñotherò ï the sick, the imprisoned, 

the immigrant, the hungry, the naked.  ñDo you love me, feed my sheep.ò  ñWhatever you do to those who are most hurt-

ing, you do to Me.ò  Personally, I find following Jesus radically challenging.  We are not always an easy, natural fit.  Try 

this one on.  Can I be perfectly reconciled to the Church ï accepted as faithful and obedient by my Church, yet, success-

fully avoid the mission of Jesus and evade the cost of discipleship?  If so, how and why can that happen?   

Jesus says ñLove your enemies.ò  Our culture says ñbomb your enemies, even pre-emptively.ò  Has our Church, or have 

you, addressed this moral collision?  Why the silence?  Jesus says that ñan eye for an eyeò is morally unacceptable.  Our 

Judicial System kills murderers as an act of justice.  Our Church has written against capital punishment.  Do many 

Catholics know that?  Last week, the Supreme Court ruled that a Washington state court properly disqualified a man 

from serving on a jury, because he expressed doubts about capital punishment.  That means that juries in capital cases 

can only be people who support the death penalty.  All of our Pro-Life Supreme Court Justices voted in favor of this.  

Does this raise questions for anyone?  Again, why the silence? 

Jesus says over and over that the poor are central in the Reign of God.  Catholic Social Teachings remind us that our cen-

tral mission is the poor.  Yet, across the United States, we close or cut back Catholic Schools in the poorest areas of our 

Dioceses.  Our own Bishops wrote that ñwe urgently recommend the continuation and expansion of Catholic schools in 

the inner cities and other disadvantaged areas. For a century and a half, the Church in the United States has been distin-

guished by its efforts to educate the poor and disadvantaged, many of whom are not of the Catholic faith. That tradition 

continues today in Catholic schools, where so many receive a form of education and formation which constitutes a key to 

greater freedom and dignity. It would be tragic if today, in the face of acute need and even near despair, the Church 

should withdraw from this work in our own society. No sacrifice can be so great, no price can be so high, no short - 

range goals can be so important as to warrant the lessening of our commitment to Catholic education in minority 

neighborhoods.  More affluent parishes should be made aware of this need and of their opportunity to share resources 

with the poor and needy in a way that recognizes the dignity of both giver and receiver.ò  Are Catholics aware of who we 

say we are?  If not, why not?  Are we punishing or depriving the poor because they are poor, or not Catholic?  How does 

that make us different from the rest? 

Jesus asked His followers, ñWho do people say that I am?ò  Their answer reflected confusion.  Who is Jesus?  What is 

His Mission?  As Church, as followers (not just lovers) of Jesus, who do we say we are?  What do the Scriptures say?  

What do our Catholic Social Teachings say?  As we seek these truths, we may discover that Jesus is not the cozy, com-

forting God that we may imagine.  He might not be an easy fit.  In fact, He may just scare the devil out of us.  Sisters and 

brothers, we need to talk. 

 

    Peace, 

  

     

 

    Larry DiPaul 
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This gift, this celebration, this shared joy, this ñfiesta with God,ò if you will ï this life, and the appre-

ciation of it, the recognition of the blessing it is, the grace with which it is approached, is embodied 

daily by the community at the Romero Center.  Be it by my co-workers, the staff of St. Josephôs, the 

friends who bless us with their presence, their stories, their gifts and talents, the passers-by, the people 

of Camden and Philadelphia at our various worksites, or by the amazing young people who inhabit our 

Center on a fairly weekly basis, working at the Romero Center has indeed brought me much joy, much 

peace, much appreciation.  Godôs grace is ever so vibrantly at work here. 
 

Albeit my tenure here has been brief, I have learned much from the people of Camden, from the parish, and from our 

visitors, from this over-all community:  I am so grateful to each and every one of you.  Throughout this year, there has 

been one word that repeatedly has entered into my mind and heart, which tugs at me and causes me to reflect on this life 

journey: companion.  We are all companions on this journey.  And as such, we enter into relationship with one another; 

we give of ourselves and receive gratefully from those around us; we share meals, laughter, tears; we question and reflect 

in community; we hold each otherôs hand as we make those leaps of faith.  And what an enormous blessing, that we have 

been given the grace to walk this earth at the same moment in time, perhaps at times uncertainly, but ever so faithfully. 
 

I have come to realize that throughout this journey, the hellos and goodbyes will be innumerable; yet, the role we all play 

in each othersô lives (whether we have been in each othersô presence a day or a year) is undeniable and irrevocable.  We 

learn from one another, we come to value one another.  And so, though at times departure can be sad, we must instead 

focus on the gift of the encounter, the blessing of the companionship.  We must live in gratitude for this and for all that 

God brings us, and  rejoice in this fiesta of life.  Clare Strockbine  - Romero Center Associate Director since July 2006 

Some Quick Notes...  

Personnel Changes:  Effective July 1, 2007, Clare Strockbine is leaving for the University of Dayton Pastoral Min-

istry Masterôs Degree program.  We are hiring two new Staff people, who will begin in September.  Kevin Moran 

will serve as Director of the Romero Center.  Larry DiPaul will be Director of the new Office of Social Justice Min-

istry for the Camden Diocese.  That Office and Director will stay connected to the works of the Romero Center.  

Plenty of development and expansion going on.  
 

Finances:  Effective July 1, 2007, we will increase our Urban Challenge fees.  This is the first increase in over 4 

years.  We will continue to keep our fees reasonable and just.  See the back page of this Newsletter for specifics.  

Also, we have included an envelope in this Newsletter, in case you are in a position to send us a donation.  
 

Continuing Education: Kevin Moran, Megan Allen, and Larry DiPaul will attend the 2007 Social Action Summer 

Institute, sponsored by The Roundtable Association of Diocesan Social Action Directors, from July 15 to July 21, at 

Marquette University.  Teresa Reyes continues to build bridges of Justice Ministry between the Romero Center and 

St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral Parishioners. 
 

Table Talk:  Many thanks to Eddie Santiago and Chris Vallone for volunteer-

ing to cook some excellent cultural meals for our Urban Challenge partici-

pants.  If you would like to occasionally cook a meal for our Urban Challenge 

participants, let us know. 
 

The Romero Center staff attended a Staff Development Retreat in Sea Isle City 

in May 2007.  ñThe Spirit gives many gifts to build up the Body of Christ.ò  

ñGratitude is one of the most visible characteristics of the poor I have come to know.   This all-pervading gratitude is the basis for 

celebration. Not only are the poor grateful for life, but they also celebrate life constantly... All of life is a gift, a gift to be celebrated, 

a gift to be shared. Thus the poor are Eucharistic people, people who know to say thanks be to God, to life, to each otheré for them 

all of life is a long fiesta with God.ò ïHenri Nouwen, Gracias 

òAll of life is a gift, a gift to be celebrated, a gift to be shared.ó 
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Good Seed, Good Soil 
Malvern Preparatory School 

Mr. Larry Legner, Director, Christian Service 

Social Justice Education 
Larry Falcon - Covenant Community Church 

Community Partnership 
Inglis House 

Peggy Haley, Volunteer Coordinator 

Mustard Seed 
Student, Moorestown High School 

Mark Quien 

Daniel G. Groody, C.S.C.  

University of Notre Dame  
was our 7th Annual Romero Lecture  

Keynote Speaker on  

Friday, March 23, 2007  
Rutgers University in Camden  

Topic:  The Spirituality of Immigration  

Father Daniel Groody is an assistant professor of theology at the University of Notre Dame, Di-

rector of the Center for Latino Spirituality, and Culture at the Center for Latino Studies, and the 

author of Border of Death, Valley of Life:  An Immigrant Journey of Heart and Spirit. 

ñThe Catholic Church affirms that we are all one body of Christ.  In the Eucharist, 

the church protests against the walls and barriers we set up between ourselves.ò 

** Fr. Daniel Groody **  


