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A church that does not provoke any crises, preach a gospe
that does not unsettle, proclaim a word of God that does nc
get under anyoneds skin,
touch the real sin of the society in which it is being pro-
claimed: what kind of Gospel is that?

** Oscar Romero Assassinated March 24, 1980
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From the Director: o0Jesus, You Are S

|l purchased a pair of pants | ast month, attrac
coll ege student who participated in an Urban C
people in |l ove are just nAperfect together. o W
unity, and ease.

Then, | think this. |l s Jesus a natur al fit f o

gether? Do we hear in our Churches what we hear coming from the mouth of Jesus? Is the mission of c

Parish a continuation of the way Jesus lived His Life? Would we find Jesus good company? Interesting
yes, but a bit naive or out of touch? Does Jestsewwve us? Why? Do we find loving Jesus easier than following Je-
sus? Remember that Jesus asked his discipfeBder Him way more times than He saidlave Him. In fact, Jesus is

clear in saying that the essence of | oivthemsig, th¢imprisoned, r e
t he i mmigrant, the hungry, the naked. ADo you | ove
ing, you do to Me. OO Personall vy, I find following Je

this one on. Can | be perfectly reconciled to the Churatcepted as faithful and obedient by my Church, yet, success-
fully avoid the mission of Jesus and evade the cost of discipleship? If so, how and why can that happen?

Jesus says fALove your enemies. 0 emptcwvielt yrée sdps
you, addressed this moral <collision? Why the silenc
Judicial System kills murderers as an act of justice. Our Church has written against capital punishment. Do ma
Catholics know that? Last week, the Supreme Court ruled that a Washington state court properly disqualified a m
from serving on a jury, because he expressed doubts about capital punishment. That means that juries in capital ¢
can only be people who support the death penalty. All of ouLBEcSupreme Court Justices voted in favor of this.
Does this raise questions for anyone? Again, why the silence?

Jesus says over and over that the poor are central in the Reign of God. Catholic Social Teachings remind us that our
tral mission is the poor. Yet, across the United States, we close or cut back Catholic Schools in the poorest areas of
Di oceses. OQur own Bishops wrote that fAwe wurgently r
the inner cities and other disadvantaged areas. For a century and a half, the Church in the United States has been d
guished by its efforts to educate the poor and disadvantaged, many of whom are not of the Catholic faith. That traditi
continues today in Catholic schools, where so many receive a form of education and formation which constitutes a key
greater freedom and dignity. It would be tragic if today, in the face of acute need and even near despair, the Chu
should withdraw from this work in our own society. No sacrifice can be so great, no price can be so high, no shor
range goals can be so important as to warrant the lessening of our commitment to Catholic education in minor
neighborhoods. More affluent parishes should be made aware of this need and of their opportunity to share resoul
with the poor and needy in a way that recognizes the

say we are? If not, why not? Are we punishing or depriving the poor because they are poor, or not Catholic? How d
that make us different from the rest?

Jesus asked His foll ower s, AWho do people say that I
His Mission? As Church, as followers (not just lovers) of Jesus, who do we say we are? What do the Scriptures s:
What do our Catholic Social Teachings say? As we seek these truths, we may discover that Jesus is not the cozy, c
forting God that we may imagine. He might not be an easy fit. In fact, He may just scare the devil out of us. Sisters &
brothers, we need to talk.

Peace,

Larry DiPaul
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