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òArchbishop Oscar Romero, like the prophets and like Jesus, spoke the truth and paid the 

prophetõs price with the offering of his own life.ó  Bishop Thomas C. Kelly OP. 
 

This mural is deliberately simple and colorful to capture Romeroõs spirit which is very present 

today in the land of El Salvador, in the people, and in all those who opt for the poor and work 

for justice.  

 

The colorful bird, larger than life, is the symbol of Romeroõs spirit, a source of HOPE for the 

people.  The seed of his blood has empowered growth because his life was so deeply rooted.  

His care for the people was evident especially in the way he reached out to children.  

òIt means much to me when a child has the trust to hug me.ó 

 

He is a piece of good news from God to the poor of the worldé he is a gospel. 

A new mural now graces the Community Room at the Romero Center.  Over 
the summer, Sr. Helen David Brancato, IHM, and Kirsten Echelmeier painted 
this inspiring mural, depicting the life and presence of Oscar Romero and the 

Salvadoran people.  Sr. Helen wrote the reflection beneath the mural.  



From the Directoré Believing is Seeing 
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Hurricane Katrina paid a surprise visit upon the hearts and consciences of most Americans.  This natural disaster 

unveiled the reality of poverty that burdens so many of our sisters and brothers.  Many people said that they expected 

this level of desperation in Third World countries, but not in the United States.  Viewing radical poverty through the lens 

of television made us aware that many people do not have their basic needs met.  The mission of the Romero Center is to 

build bridges of understanding.  Students and adults come here from all over to hear and live Christôs call to follow Him. 

At the center of the Urban Challenge experience is the gift of sitting in the company of Godôs people who are poor, sick, 

homeless, neglected, and unemployed.  Students and adults listen to the stories of the poor.  They begin to look at life 

from the ditches ï places unfamiliar to most of them.  There is a New Orleans in Camden, Philadelphia, Chester, and in 

many places scattered across this land.  Urban Challenge participants return to the Romero Center, after spending time 

with those who hurt most, and ask ñwhyò.  In the spirit of Archbishop Romero, they are challenged to examine the sys-

tems and structures that shape our nation and world.  They dare to explore the call to go beyond Charity, which essen-

tially maintains the status quo, to Justice, which demands a personal change, and an examination of the root causes of 

poverty.  Hopefully, throughout their lifeôs journey, they will have the courage to ask the central question so consistent 

with the Biblical message, ñHow do our decisions, policies, budgets, laws, as well as my personal choices affect the 

poorò? 

 

My prayer is that the images of the poor in the Gulf States did not surprise our Urban Challenge participants.  

They didnôt need TV to awaken them.  They saw for themselves.  They left their comfort zones to come spend time with 

the forgotten and neglected.  They took the path that Christ took.  They walked the road upon which the Lord invites all 

of us, through Baptism, to travel.  They follow in the footsteps of Vincent dePaul, Dorothy Day, Cesar Chavez, Martin 

Luther King, Katherine Drexel, Oscar Romero, and countless other ordinary disciples who allowed the Lordôs Word to 

become flesh within them and through them. 

 

I hope you find this Newsletter informative.  I hope the reflections of those who came to the Romero Center give 

you an inspirational glance of what the Lord is doing here through those who share this ministry.  Let us pray that, 

through the Grace of God, the poor will liberate us, and lead us to a renewed desire to love God and to love our neighbor 

as God loves them. 

 

Peace,  

 

 

 

Larry DiPaul 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

37 million  -  total number of people living in poverty in the U.S. (one out of eight)  

13 million  -  number of children living in poverty  

1.1 million  -  number of people who fell below the poverty level between 2003 and 2004  

4  -  number of consecutive years in which the poverty rate has risen in America  

Source: The U.S. Census Bureau      
 

http://go.sojo.net/ct/6d1cZ4E1hzcB/

