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God's reign is already present on our earth in mystery.  

When the Lord comes, it will be brought to perfection. 

That is the hope that inspires Christians. 

We know that every effort to better society, 

especially when injustice and sin are so ingrained, 

is an effort that God blesses, 

   that God wants, 

   that God demands of us. 

Archbishop Oscar Romero, March 24, 1980 

These were the last words of Oscar Romero, said at a hospital 

mass shortly before he died. 

**someone who is willing to go where there 

is pain and suffering and be a presence of 

healing with love.  ** 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  Mother Teresa 

Oscar Romero 

Ita Ford   Dorothy Kazel 

Jean Donovan  Maura Clarke  



From the Director:  Our Call to Discipleship  

The above quote speaks volumes about what the Romero Center means to the students and adults that participate in the Urban 

Challenge program.  Henri Nouwen, the Dutch priest, writer, and professor wrote in Reaching Out that the term ñhospitality...is a 

fundamental attitude toward our fellow human being which can be expressed in a great variety of ways.ò  Nouwen, the man who 

walked the halls of Yale and Notre Dame, never felt welcomed by a group until he was invited to live at LôArche, a home in 

Trosly, France for the mentally handicapped.  There he was accepted.  He wrote ñand I was loved, not because of what I was 

doing, but because of who I was.ò 

 

As Henri Nouwen mentioned in the above quotation, the best form of service is to be truly present for another person.  The most 

meaningful gift we could ever provide for someone else is the simple gift of ourselves; the gift of companionship.   

 

I have been blessed with a tremendous opportunity to work at the Romero Center.  I first experienced the program in March 1999 

when I was a sophomore at The University of Scranton. The Romero Center began in the spring of 1998, so we were one of the first groups to par-

ticipate in the Urban Challenge program, under the leadership of Patricia Slater, the Centerôs original director. My Urban Challenge experience was 

one that I never forgot.  The experience at the Romero Center was the first opportunity that I had to fully live in solidarity with many of our broth-

ers and sisters who are sick, neglected, lonely, and forgotten.  The opportunity that I had to participate in the program at the Romero Center moti-

vated me and inspired me to accept Godôs invitation to participate in other similar programsðdomestic and internationalðover alternative fall, 

winter, spring, and summer break immersion trips through my college experience. 

 

Pat Slater and Larry DiPaul, the most recent director of the Romero Center, have definitely impacted the students and adults who have walked 

through our doors.  The program has been extremely successful because of their leadership, along with Msgr. Bob McDermott.  I feel blessed to 

have the opportunity to share in the mission of St. Josephôs Pro-Cathedral and continue the óleaveningô that is presently taking place at the Romero 

Center.  In this season of Thanksgiving, I cannot help but express gratitude to God for allowing me the opportunity to see Christ through the stu-

dents and adults who participate in the programs offered by the Romero Center, the óstreet saintsô who continually share their lives, their stories, 

their experiences so openly and willingly, the patrons who are ministered to at the social service agencies, as well as the schools and churches that 

provide such a tremendous immersion experience to their students and parishioners. 

 

Many times, we, as a society put much emphasis on ódoing.ô  Through the Romero Center programs, I quickly realized that the importance should 

be emphasized through the óbeing.ô  Frequently, students arrive back to the Romero Center from their service site experiences, and make the com-

ments, ñWe didnôt feel that we did anything.ò  However, we stress the fact that they ówere somethingô through being physically, spiritually, emo-

tionally, and mentally present to all whom they encountered and shared conversation withðwhether the students and adults met a child at the Child 

Development Center, an individual infected with HIV / AIDS at Francis House, an elderly woman at Abigail House, a person who is homeless at 

New Visions Community Center, a low-income family who benefits from the food pantry at Philabundance, or a mentally handicapped individual 

at Inglis House.  Each one of those experiences is meaningful because they have the opportunity to meet peopleðagency directors, volunteer coor-

dinators, and patronsðwho provide the participants with a tremendous amount of hope and inspiration.   

 

In the following pages of the newsletter, you will find many personal testimonials from students and adults who have experienced the Romero Cen-

ter.  The stories and reflections are perfect examples of the mission of Oscar Romero being lived out, as disciples continue to walk in the footsteps 

of Jesus.  Once the students and adults become aware of interacting in the 

company of our brothers and sisters who are sick, isolated, neglected, 

poor, and lonely, they have a responsibility and an obligation to use the 

many God-given gifts and talents that He has bestowed on all of us, in 

order to serve those in need; and it all begins with our family, friends, 

neighbors, classmates, and teachers.  God calls each one of us, by name, 

to live out the Gospel message, by being ôstreet saintsô for all those indi-

viduals that we encounter along the way. 

 

  Thanksgiving Peace,   

       

 

      

     Kevin Moran 

ñMore and more, the desire grows in me simply to walk around, greet people, enter their homes, sit on their doorsteps, play ball, 

throw water, and be known as someone who wants to live with them.  It is a privilege to have the time and the freedom to practice 

this simple ministry of presence.  Still, it is not as simple as it seems.  My own desire to be useful, to do something significant, or to 

be part of some impressive project is so strong that soon my own time is taken up by meetings, conferences, study groups, and work-

shops that prevent me from walking the streets.  It is difficult not to have plansé not to feel that you are working directly for social 

change.  But I wonder more and more if the first thing shouldnôt be to know people by name, to eat and to drink with them, to listen 

to their stories, and to tell your own, and to let them know with words, handshakes, and hugs that you do not simply like them, but 

truly love them.ò 

** Henri Nouwen 
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Some Quick Notes...  

You should receive our once-a-year Direct Mail Appeal in December.  Thank you for your continued support, gener-

osity, and thoughtfulness in allowing the Romero Center to live out the mission of Jesus. 
 

Along with the Direct Mail Appeal, there will be information on the eighth Annual Romero Lecture event, scheduled 

for March 14, 2008.  This yearôs theme is óFaith and Politics:  How can our faith inform us as we prepare for the No-

vember elections?ô  Stay tuned. 

 

Effective January 1, 2008, the Romero Center will occupy the entire facility.  Therefore, the Romero Center can ex-

pand our programs to High Schools, Colleges, and Parishes. 
 

Please call us if you would like to add someone to our mailing list. 

Meet the New Staff  

Sherine Green began her Romero Center journey 

in September after serving with the Sisters of 

Mercy in New York City in the area of Child 

Development and Counseling. She also worked 

with St. Angus Church where she taught English 

to an Italian Exchange Group.  

 

Sherine answered the call to ministry and cross 

cultural missions by saying yes to Camden, a place of immense hope 

that many have still not yet envisioned.  

 

Originally a native of the óReggae Islandô Jamaica, with a passion for 

working with people of varied cultures, the Romero Center became the 

ideal location for her to fulfill some of her deepest imaginings which 

include: facilitating groups on urban struggles, sharing information on 

faith and Catholic Social Justice, motivating participants to realizing 

their full potential and planting seeds of hope, joy and peace among 

people of the community. 

 

Sherine attended the well-respected Shortwood Teachersô College in 

Jamaica, where she specialized in Early Childhood Education and Reli-

gious Education.   Through that experience, she wanted a deeper under-

standing of the psychology of the child and their learning patterns so 

she went on to complete her degree in Counseling. 

 

The Jamaica Theological Seminary was the ideal place for her to con-

tinue her studies as it is built primarily on missions and evangelism and 

it offers sound theological perspectives. She got the unique opportunity 

to study Counseling from an integrated approach not only in a secular 

sphere.  As a result of that christocentric academic study, she was 

shown a direct path to missions. She served in Jamaica, Canada, North-

ern Ireland and New York City.  

 

As she embarks on her journey, she hopes to make a positive impact 

and touch lives in a transformative way by planting seeds of hope, love 

and peace. Sherineôs ultimate desire is to continue being a beacon of 

light wherever she goes.  

Holly Myers joined the staff of the Romero 

Center alongside Sherine Green in September 

of 2007.  Holly moved from her hometown, 

Harrisburg to Philadelphia in pursuit of an 

undergraduate degree from Saint Josephôs 

University where she graduated with a degree 

in Sociology and Theology in May 2005.  St. 

Joeôs provided Holly with a deep understand-

ing and commitment to live out the Jesuit ideals surrounding social 

justice.  Through an array of service within Philadelphia as well as 

immersion experiences to the Appalachian Region, Northern Ireland 

and New Mexico, she recognized her call to put her faith into action. 

 

Following graduation, Holly took a long-term volunteer position in 

Ballycastle, Northern Ireland with the Corrymeela Community, a Chris-

tian community dedicated to the peace and reconciliation process in 

Northern Ireland.  Here, she realized the deep importance of simply 

sharing a ñcuppaò (cup of tea) and allowing dialogue to occur in a safe, 

welcoming environment.  Corrymeela embodied the idea of community 

and simply being present to the moment and each other.  From this 

experience, Holly took an Americorps position in the Faith-Justice 

Institute at her alma mater, St. Josephôs University.  She supervised the 

DEEP Relationships Program which gave students the opportunity for a 

long-term volunteer experience with Covenant House Pennsylvania, a 

crisis center for young adults who have become homeless.  The pro-

gram aimed to get the youth of Covenant House acquainted with the 

larger world outside the shelter and also, to show the youth that higher 

education is an attainable goal.  Holly realized how much she enjoyed 

working with youth, students and young adults in the shelter alike, but 

also, how important service experiences are to a proper education. 

 

Hollyôs experiences logically brought her attention to the Romero Cen-

ter which embodies the ideals of community, education, and commit-

ment to social justice that she has come to know and believe.  She con-

siders herself truly blessed and is incredibly excited to be a part of this 

loving and inspiring community! 

Sherine and Holly now join Kevin Moran, Megan Allen, and Teresa Reyes on the Romero Center Staff.   

Larry DiPaul has moved into a new position as  Director of the Office of Social Justice Ministry.    

The Romero Center and the Office of Social Justice Ministry for the Diocese of Camden will foster a  

wonderful partnership as both ministries continue to leaven. 
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The road to the Romero Center for a Fall Break Urban Challenge experience was paved with outward indications that we ought to turn 

around and go home to the rolling hills of Chester County, Pennsylvania. Leaving later than expected, the standstill volume of traffic, the detour 

due to a bridge closure resulting in getting lost, and finally provoking the frustration of a driver when we blocked an intersection left us wondering 

why we came.     

 

By way of introduction, the participants from Kingôs College, the University of Dayton, Immaculata University, Wheeling Jesuit Univer-

sity, Saint Josephôs University, and the University of Scranton shared the dynamic animating forces of the mission and ministry traditions of their 

schools. We heard common quests to serve and stand with the poor. What we did not expect, as the weekend progressed, was that we were those 

transformed by the service rather than the agents of transformation. 

 

  Through our participation in the Romero Centerôs service opportunities, the invitation to enter into the simple lifestyle, prayer and shared 

reflections, and the stories of guest speakers, we were able to realize fully the experience we sought. 

 

 On the road again, after the Urban Challenge, we felt that the ówhyô of our trip gave way to, óhowô can we better follow Christ in the pref-

erential option for the poor.  

 

ñSo you say you love the poor, name them.ò  The Abigail House, Cousins Market, and us, just to name a few. 

 

Sister Paula Jameson, IHM and Sister Cathy Nally, IHM 

Fall Break:  From Near and Far  
Several colleges offered alternative fall break service immersion experiences to the Romero Center.  The colleges / universities in-

cluded:  Wheeling Jesuit University (Wheeling WV), Immaculata University (Immaculata PA), The University of Scranton (Scranton 

PA), the University of Dayton (Dayton, OH), Kingôs College (Wilkes Barre PA), and Saint Josephôs University (Philadelphia PA).   

 

Following are testimonials from the Urban Challenge participants over Fall Break (10/10ð10/16): 

 Upon arriving in Camden, these words were in the forefront of our minds: desolation, abandonment, hopelessness, poverty, dirt, filth, 

rundown, drugs, depressed, violence, and crime. We entered a world very different from our own. What could a group of 12 middle class Cauca-

sians studying towards various degrees at the University of Dayton learn from an impoverished, uneducated minority community in Camden, New 

Jersey? From singing with Eddie at Francis House HIV/AIDS ministry, to delivering meals to the hungry through MANNA, to spending time with 

101 year old Alan at Abigail House and hearing his testimony to cooking with bubbly Elaine at the Mercy Hospice for women coming out of alco-

hol and drug rehab, we realized that our assumptions of Camden were a mere stereotype.  

 

 The Romero Center gave us the opportunity to embrace an unfamiliar culture and inspired us to open our hearts and eyes and fight for a 

world of true justice. We come from a Catholic Marianist university where the idea of community is at the heart of our education. Since the spirit of 

community at UD is so powerful, we did not expect to feel this same feeling 550 miles away. Through the Urban Challenge at the Romero Center, 

we left Camden with these words in our minds and hearts: strength, hope, faith, joy, compassion, perseverance, love, trust, friendship, and commu-

nity and because of that we are forever grateful and forever changed.   

Violence; crime; addiction: all stereotypes that were slashed upon departure of the Romero Center after Urban Challenge. Thirteen stu-

dents from Saint Josephôs University in Philadelphia were fortunate enough to see a side of Camden that most people do not or refuse to see. While 

Saint Josephôs offers a plethora of immersion trips, extending as far as Africa and Ecuador, Fall Break Urban Challenge presented a refreshing op-

portunity to experience poverty and suffering in our own backyard.  

 

Camden, which is almost foreign in its own right, struck a little closer to home because it made us realize that poverty is closer than most 

tend to think. While the city is just a twenty-minute ride from campus, crossing the bridge was like crossing over into another world, unknown to 

most students inside the bubble of our university. Through traveling to different service sites around the city, enlightening speakers, and different 

exercises throughout the weekend, the Romero Center increased awareness of social justice while giving Saint Josephôs students all the tools 

needed in living in solidarity with those around us. 
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As a child, I can remember the fun with which I smashed soap bubbles on sunny, blue-skied summer days.  My experience on the JUS-

TICEplus service retreat in Camden, NJ, over Fall Break allowed me to smash two more bubbles in a much more affective manner. 

 

My Scranton experience, despite my avid classroom interest in topics like poverty, nonviolence, the theology of liberation, social justice, 

and solidarity, is truly a bubbleða large bubble floating in a sky just as sunny and sky-blue as any idyllic childhood day.  And this bubble was 

smashed just as thoroughly as any soap bubble in my grubby little hands when I was 4 years old.  At Scranton, I am able to eat, sleep warmly, and 

attend classes, never having to truly think about the privilege that this is.  The true poor are far removed from my eyesðthey remain an academic 

issue to be studied and talked about, and even compassionately prayed for. 

 

My experiences in Camden taught me about faith in God despite the many detours life gives us.  I spent time with disabled persons and 

found that they ministered to me.  It was a privilege, not a service, to be present with these people and listen to the stories of their lives.  One man in 

particular, Kenneth, though unable to move very much and speaking with an impediment, repeated over and over again, that ñGod is Goodò no 

matter what kind of season the Eagles are having or how bad the cafeteria food was. 

 

Many times in Camden, we saw examples of people living out their faith in God despite great hardships.  Whether overcoming addictions 

or just struggling to get food on the table, people never lost sight of God in their experience. He truly was among them every day and thus with us 

as we sat with them.   My eyes were opened to my own faith and how I could better implement it in my materially richer life. 

 

On the ride home from Camden, a second bubble broke.  This is the óretreatô bubble; a retreat can create a bubble of isolation where you 

are so immersed in the experience, in the poverty of the people around you and living with them in relative poverty, that your órealô life seems un-

recognizable. At Camden, we were living on a welfare budget as an urban challenge, doing service through presence during the day, and reflecting 

on our experience at nightðthe retreat definitely was 180° from my normal school routine.  Returning to school, I saw cell phones come out once 

again and texts sent to family and friends; I realized that the isolated experience of Camden was over.  Now, I must take my broken bubbles of 

Scranton and the retreat and form a new and whole existence were I live out my Scranton life with the values that were renewed and taught to me in 

Camden.  This is truly the responsibility I, and all of us, have in our communities. 

 

Camden changed me despite my expectations that it would only further make me aware of the many issues I had studied academically .  It 

impacted my faithðbringing me back to my original reason for educating myself about issues of social justice.  As I continue to reflect on the 

blessings showed to me in Camden, I come back to one statement.  As Kenneth said, ñGod is Good.ò 

 This was my second time at the Romero Center for Urban Challenge and I must say it was a completely new experience both times. Not 

only does the array of service opportunities have an impact on the experience, but also the group dynamic both from my school, Kingôs College, 

and others. This weekend, there were representatives from six colleges. It is so great to see that there is such an interest in Urban Challenge from 

near and far. St. Josephôs Pro-Cathedral and the Romero Center have a great thing going for its people in the surrounding area! 

 

 Through my first experience, about a year ago, the obvious issue of homelessness and poverty became such a reality. I normally thought 

mostly of third world countries when hearing about poverty. Urban Challenge helped to bring the facts and realities of Camden, NJ close to home 

for its volunteers. I would recommend this experience to anyone! 

 

 This past experience, October 10-13, 2007, I did service projects that didnôt work as closely with the people who are hungry, impover-

ished, and/or lonely as I had the year prior. Rather, I helped the workers who aid the people of Camden on a daily basis. I was fortunate to work 

side by side with the people who have made it their life commitment to serve others. Seeing the passion in their work has empowered me further to 

find my similar drive in my chosen career path upon graduation from college. 

 My experience in Camden and at the Romero Center had a huge impact on my life. From the minute we walked in, we were welcomed by 

the staff and other schools which made us feel like family. Through our volunteer opportunities at the Inglis House and New Visions, the people at 

both places were very positive and made me realize how fortunate I am for what I have. My experiences and things that I learned in Camden will be 

ones that I will remember forever. 

 

 My experience in Camden has changed me forever.  I was not there for long but I learned a lot.  The poor are not poor because they 

choose to be.  They are poor because of circumstances and a system that is built against them.  The love of the people we met while there was just 

outstanding.  I never would have believed that people who have so little could give so much.  This is what will stay with me forever. 
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As most of you know, in October, Bishop Galante appointed me the Director of Social Justice Ministry for the 

Camden Diocese.  So, Iôll have an office at the Diocesan Building.  Kevin Moran is now Director of the Romero 

Center. Thatôs good news.  I am still involved in the ministry of the Romero Center.  So, Iôll have an office at the 

Romero Center as well.  The Romero Center Newsletter will include Justice Issues, Justice articles, or opportuni-

ties sponsored by the Office of Social Justice Ministry.  I thank God for the ministerial relationship between the 

Office of Social Justice Ministry and the Romero Center.  

Larry DiPaul : òJUSTó THINKING 

ñWe read the gospel as if we had no money, and we spend our money as if we know nothing of the Gospel.ò - John Haughney 
 

Our purchasing choices have moral consequences.  What we buy can enrich the quality of life of those who manufacture our goods 

or who farm our foods, or they can harden unjust systems that deepen the human misery of our sisters and brothers.  ñFair Tradeò 

shopping is one way to assure that those who produce what we enjoy receive a just wage as they work in a safe environment.  This is 

consistent with our Catholic Social Teachings.  This is who we say we are. ñYet the workers' rights cannot be doomed to be the mere 

result of economic systems aimed at maximum profits.ò  On Human Work ï Pope John Paul II, 1981.   ñThe Church fully supports 

the right of workers to secure their rights to fair wages and working conditions.ò  Economic Justice for All, U.S. Bishops, 1986  
 

As shopping season approaches, we might want to be mindful of the moral power of the purchase.  Here are some websites that you 

can explore to find ways to ñjustò shop.  See where this may lead: 
 

http://www.crsfairtrade.org/  http://www.fairtradecertified.org   http://www.fairtradecoffee.org/ 

http://www.cafecampesino.com/  http://www.deansbeans.com/  http://www.tenthousandvillages.com 

http://www.oxfamamerica.org/coffee http://www.equalexchange.com 

 

ñThe greatest challenge of the day is: how to bring about a revolution of the heart, a revolution which 

has to start with each one of us?" 

 

ñThere is plenty to do, for each one of us, working on our own hearts, changing our own attitudes, in 

our own neighborhoods.ò 

 

ñPoverty means having a bare minimum in the way of clothes and seeing to it that these are made 

under decent working conditions, proper wages and hours, etc.ò   
 

ñOur problems stem from our acceptance of this filthy, rotten system." 

 

Just Shopping  

From  Dorothy Day  

ñYou say that you are Christian.  If you are really Christian, please stop sending military aid to the military here,  

because they use it only to kill my people.ò   

 

From Romeroôs Letter to US President Jimmy Carter; February 17, 1980   ï   5 Weeks before his assassination. 
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The Office of Social Justice ministry sponsors eight Parish-based Peace and Justice Education and Formation Sessions,  

as well as a Parish-based Peace and Justice Weekend Retreat at the Romero Center.   

 

If your Parish is interested, please call Larry DiPaul at 856-964-9777 or 856-583-2874.   

 

Here are some comments from recent participants:  
 

ñMy Urban Challenge Retreat at the Romero Center was special in so many ways and continues to resonate in my life months 

later.  Through faith sharing and reflection, activities, service opportunities, and breaking bread with our brothers and sisters, we 

were led to a deeper understanding of what it means to work for justice in our world.  And so the journey continues.  Would I do it 

again?  In a heart beat!ò  Phyllis Sanders, St. Peter Celestine Parish 

 

ñThe Parish Faith and Justice Sessions challenged all of us to live the Gospel message to serve others in charity and justice. In Chap-

ter 25 of Matthewôs Gospel, we are asked to reflect on the following question: ñLord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?ò  The personal journey to change and to grow begins as we 

struggle to find the answer.ò  Trudy Cranston, Holy Saviour Parish 

 

ñOne of the best programs sponsored by our parish last year was an 8-week series on FAITH & JUSTICE.  These sessions included 

prayer, faith sharing, scripture, social teachings, and reflection on our baptismal mandate to continue Christôs mission.  These Educa-

tional / Formational Foundation Sessions lit a spark here that motivated 45 of our parishioners to begin our own FAITH & JUSTICE 

MINISTRY.ò   Sr. Peggy Devlin, St. Peter Celestine Parish 
 

 
 

St. Peter Celestine Parishioners during weekend retreat at the Romero Center 

 

 

ñAfter a busy day, there was nothing better than to come together in Christian community and be challenged by Christôs message to 

us.  Not only did these 8 Sessions make me more aware of the rights of my fellow human beings and put me in solidarity with them, 

but raised the provocative question as to what MY responsibilities are towards them. All good stuff!ò  Kevin Connor, Holy Saviour 

Parish 

 

ñThe 8 week Parish Faith & Justice sessions were an educational experience - a growing experience in our need to promote social 

justice in the world, and in our local community.ò  Ed & Marie Rosney, Our Lady of Grace Parish 

Parish Social Justice Opportunities  
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