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“If you build it, they will come.”

Dear Romero Center Supporter,

On March 24, 2002, the 22nd anni-
versary of the assassination of Archbishop
Oscar Romero, our Center will celebrate its
fourth anniversary. In these short years, what
began as a vision of a small group of individu-
als and as a commitment from the people of
St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral Parish has become
another instance of the line from Fie/d of
Dreams: “1f you build it, they will come.” And
indeed they have.

To date, almost 600 people have par-
ticipated in Urban Challenge programming,.
(See list of participants on p. 5). In addition
to this, over 800 people have enjoyed the hos-
pitality of the Romero Center for their own
retreat programming. In these few short
years, we have outgrown our one-person staff
and are quickly outgrowing our one-half of
the building. And there are weeks when
more have asked to come, but we were unable
to accommodate them. What a great position
in which to be: occasionally bursting at the
seams. But all this would not have been pos-
sible without the commitment of people here
who not only worked hard to envision and
prepare this place, but also the continuing
hospitality and support of the people of St.
Joseph’s who welcome these groups at Sun-
day liturgy or to our Lenten soup suppers and
faith sharing. The open arms of the people of
the parish and of the city speak forcibly of the
gifts that the people have to offer those who
come here. Most of the time, our participants
come prepared to do something for the peo-
ple of the city. More often, they are surprised,
moved, and delighted by what the people of
the city have done for them.

Our support comes from outside the

city as well. We have been blessed with some
generous grants (see list, p. 4) and are now on
ready to sponsor an event which will not only
widen our circle of friendship and support,
but also help to fulfill our mission as a justice
education centet.

When I drove here from Ohio for
my job interview in June of 1998, I had no
idea what I was getting myself into. I thought
I was getting myself into running immersion
programs similar to the ones I had done when
I was a high school campus minister and a
college campus minister. In the last three and
a half years, what I have found myself
“getting into” has been a journey of surprises
and many gifts. I have been continuously
humbled by the generosity and hospitality of
the people here. I have been amazed by faith
when I thought I would see despair. I have
found myself constantly challenged to ask
myself if things are what I want or what 1
need. I hope that sometime you will come to
join us here and see what surprises God has in
store for you.

The newsletter tells you some things
about some of our well-established programs,
but also some of the new directions in which
we are branching out. Itis all very exciting
and busy.

Thank you for being a part of the
ongoing story of the Romero Center.

Patricia Slater

Director



From 1998 until 2001, Jack Hogan served as Senior Advisor in the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs at the State Department. Formerly he was
Associate Director for International Operations at Peace Corps. In 1993, he
served as Acting Director of Peace Corps, and has held various positions

] A Ck there: Acting Regional Director for Africa, Chief of Operations of the
Africa Region, and Senior Inspector in the Office of the Inspector General.
From 1987-89, Hogan was the Sub-Regional Director for the Caribbean
H O ga 1 Area, for Catholic Relief Services, stationed in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Prior to
this he had been the Assistant Director of the Grants Office at the National
Endowment for the Humanities and a Field Representative for the Community
Relations Service of the Department of Justice.

He was the Country Director for Peace Corps in Burkina Faso from 1979-
1982; Associate Peace Corps Director in Colombia, from 1966-68; and an instructor
in Community Development at the Peace Corps Training Center, Puerto Rico, in
1966. Hogan was a Peace Corps Volunteer working as a rural development
worker in Venezuela from 1964-66.

He has published several articles on Religion, Development and Social
Change in the Third World; and he is a regular reviewer of African and Latin
America works on religion and social thought for various journals.

Hogan received a B.A. and M. A. from St. Vincent College and the Ph.D.
from The Catholic University of America. He has taught at Loyola College,
Catholic University and SAIS, Johns Hopkins University and is a member of
the Africa Faith and Justice Network, College Theology Society, Pax
Christi-USA and the Society for International Development. Hogan serves on
the Advisory Council of the Institute for Church Life at the University of
Notre Dame, the national board of the St. Vincent Pallotti Center and the
Advisory Committee for the Global Economy and Local Cultures project at
Woodstock Center, Georgetown University.

He is currently working on a book for the Catholic Campaign for Human De-
velopment on case studies of poverty alleviation.

We are happy to present our

Community Partnership We are proud to present our
Award to the Department of social justice education award
. Public Works. Our students . to Vince Gallagher. Vince is

Communi ty have consistently enjoyed Social well-known to those who

working with the DPW crews have participated in Urban
Partnersh 1'p and learned much about life in ]ll stice Challenge for his moving

Camden through conversations presentation and reflections

with them. . on poor persons in Latin

AWQI‘ d E d ucation America and Haiti.

Thank you for being such an o

asset to our program at the Thank you for bringing a

Romero Center. AWZI‘ d global perspective to our

program.
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A Night with Romero

Saturday, March 23, 2002
7:00-8:30 pm
St. Pius X, Cherry Hill

344 Kresson Rd.

“The Euchari st
Jack Hogan, Ph.D.

. n d

(ah)

The program includes Dr. Holgan’ s

for small group discussion, community partnership award, the
Romero award for social justice education and refreshments.

Reservations not required, but certainly helpful.
Call the Romero Center at 856-964-9777.

Call or e-mail Romerocam(@aol.com for directions.

No admission; free will offering accepted.

Some comments from some of the students who have visited Camden:

* «

*

*

1 owi 1 have more respect for the poor and
“The experience has completely altered my

firfThe excesses of my |life won’t go unchecked

p
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1 found ansivers 1o The Testimony of One Student’s Urban Challenge Experience

lg%‘loﬂg questions in Note: We received this letter from a student ___(location withheld to protect identity). I cried
broken-down who participated in the Spring break Urban because | couldn’t take |
Challenge in 2001. my new friends and those conversations we had at
buildings and the 3 am. I missed the children who were always so
When I decided to go to Camden, 1 happy to see me. I missed all of the new
words of strangers. thought that I would ignore the religious aspect of ~ experiences— I was just beginning to open my
the trip, do a little community service work, and eyes.
feel like a better person. Maybe I went out of As time passed, I began to realize that
boredom. Maybe it was guilt. those people are still within me and so is the
I have discovered throughout life there ability to change the world. I may have been
are some people who pass through without walking through life in a trance before, but now I
leaving much behind. There are experiences that realize that there is life outside of this small town
fail to touch our hearts, but last week every and once you |l earn somett
second made me see life through a new window. unlearn it. I may have left a piece of my heart

There was a moment for each person, all ~ behind, but I have taken so much with me. God
of them sharing a piece of their lives with me, and ~ has followed me back and so have the words and

as a result changing my own life. faces of the people.
I went to Camden an atheist and ended I thought the purpose of the trip to
up seeing God on every street corner and in the Camden was to fill some void within ourselves, to
face of every homeless man, and feeling his give something back to the world for a week and
presence in the smiles and hugs of the children. I ~ then return to our lives. But the purpose is to
found answers to life-long questions in broken- learn to keep giving for a lifetime.
down buildings and the words of strangers. When I can’t go back to |Ii
I expected to see surrender and despair, I saw way; you have changed too much in me. I
hope and love. promise I will never forget that.
When I came home, I felt like I had been (name withheld)

robbed. I had been shown so many incredible
things, met amazing people, felt emotions I had
never felt before, and then I had to leave it all
behind. My heart was in Camden, my body in

Grants Received (1998-2002)

We would like to thank the following foundations, communities and organiza-
tions who have supported the work of the Romero Center.

Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Pallottines
Koch Foundation

Sisters of St. Joseph of Chestnut Hill
Grant for the Materially Poor

Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL
(for the Family Urban Challenge Program)

Valparaiso Project
(for the social justice education project)
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Participants in Urban Challenge

The following groups have participated in Urban Chal-
lenge programming

Colleges and Universities
West Chester University (West Chester, PA)
+Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute (Troy, NY)
+Salem State College (Salem, MA)
Salve Regina University (Newport, RI),
Brown/Rhode Island School of Design
(Providence, RI)
+University of Scranton (Scranton, PA)
+Marywood University (Scranton, PA)
+Villanova University (Villanova, PA)
University at Buffalo (Buffalo, NY)
+College of the Holy Cross (Worcester, MA)
+St. Louis University (St. Louis, MO)
+Kent State University (Kent, OH)
E. Stroudsburg University (E. Stroudsburg, PA),
+8t. Anselm College (Manchester, NH)
+Georgian Court College (Lakewood, NJ)
+Miami University (Oxford, OH)
+King’s College (Wilkes-Barre, PA)
Manhattan College (NY,NY)
University of Illinois (Muncie, IN)
St. Bonaventure University (St. Bonaventure, NY)
University of Dallas (Dallas, TX)
Florida Gulf Coast University (Naples. FL)
George Mason University (Farifax, VA)
Merrimack College (Merrimack, MA)
*Cabrini College (Aston, PA)
*College of St. Rose (Albany, NY)
*University of Massachusetts— Lowell (Lowell, MA)
*Neumann College (Aston, PA)

ol wi || see thits
when I re-evaluated what
God wants me to (o

-participant from Brown University

High Schools
+The Delbarton School (Morristown, NJ)
Justin-Siena High School (Napa, CA)
Oratory Prep (Summit, NJ),
+8t. Peter’s Prep (Jersey City, NJ)

we e k

wi t h

John XXIII High School (Sparta, NJ)
+Canisius High School (Buffalo, NY)
DePaul Catholic High School (Paterson, NJ)
Dominican Academy (New York, NY)
Notre Dame High School (Batavia, NY)

St. Augustine Prep (Richland, NJ)
Cretin-Derham Hall (St. Paul, MN)

Seton Hall Prep (W. Orange, NJ)
Fontbonne Academy (Milton, MA)

Mt. St. Joseph Academy (Rutland, VT)
*Magnificat High School (Rocky River, OH)
*St. Ignatius High School (Cleveland, OH)
Immaculata High School (Somerville, NJ)
*Villa Victoria Academy (Trenton, NJ)
*Scranton Prep (Scranton, PA)

oUndoubtedly, this wg
of the problems of Camden,
but more importantly, it gave me ties
to the city and therefore makes it impossible
for me to turn a bl
-Participant from the Delbarton School

Parish Youth and Young Adult Groups
St. Mary Parish (Oxford, OH)
+Holy Name of Mary (Croton-on Hudson, NY)
Our Lady of Grace (Somerdale, NJ)
+St. Charles Borromeo (Skillman, NJ)
St. Margaret of York (Loveland, OH)

Good Shepherd Church (Loveland, OH)

*The Paulist Center (Boston, MA)
*Holy Trinity Church (Westfield, NJ)
Holy Saviour Parish (Westmont, NJ)
@5 Naabert Chméh (Paoli, PA)
+St. Casimir Church (Woodbine, NJ)
Fairgnont Gomgunigy Church (Syracuse, NY)
+Wayne Presbyterian Church (Wayne, PA)

+ indicates an organization which has partici-
pated more than once
*indicates a group scheduled to participate
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Romero Center Donors

Ray Arrucci

Mary Ann Butterhoff

. John and Betty Canderan
We would like Mary Anne Cappelleri
to thank all of Sean and Pilar Closkey

Pat and Clare Cosenza

r donors for
our donors fo Al and Katherine Cuchetti

your support Beth Dawson
of the work of Doris Dick
the Romero Liz Drabot
Steph Erickson
Center Bridget Gallagher
Jackie Giblin
TCP Graphics

The Heineman Family
Dolores and Jeffrey Holzer
Martha Scott and John Colson
Joey Kauffman
George Kelly
Dick and Joanne Kelsey
Pam Kelsey-Gossard
Rev. Roger McGrath
Rev. Paul McGuire
Catherine Meloy
Gina Metoni
Nick Papanier, Jr.
Deacon Joe Pierce
Sarah Plastino
Mary Reif
Donna Delia and William Rhoads
Clem Rivera
Helen and Art Sanford
Charles and Mary Stewart
Anthony Trivelli
Art Varga
Bob Wagner
Cheryl Wong
Dorothy Zullo
Linda Wray and Kevin Connor

Boston College Club of Philadelphia
Paulist Community Center, Boston, MA
Holy Name of Mary Youth Group, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
St. Casimir Youth Group, Woodbine, NJ
Immaculata High School, Somerville, NJ
Newman Center, West Chester University
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April Gagne, Augustinian Volunteer

I graduated from the
College of the Holy Cross in
May 2000 with a degree in
Religious Studies and a
concentration in Peace and
Conflict studies. The following
September, I began my first
year as an Augustinian
Volunteer. Augustinian 1V olunteers
is a ten month volunteer
program in which volunteers
live in community while
volunteering with the poor and
needy. Last year I was placed in
San Diego, CA with five other
volunteers. In the mornings 1
volunteered at an all-boys
Augustinian high school in the
college counseling office. In

Sara Flounders, Romero Center

The struggle is life, for
it gives us life in the face of all
hardships. It is what pushes us
out of ourselves and into the
realm of others, of God, of the
wortld. No matter how difficult
or pain-filled our struggle for
justice may be, God will always
be our source of peace, energy,
life, comfort and strength.”

- Will McCarron

Last May I graduated
from the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester, MA with a
degree in Classics (yes, that’s
right— I studied Greek and
Latin!) While at Holy Cross, I
was involved in many social
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the afternoons, I tutored and
mentored children at Villa
Nueva, a low-income housing
project on the border of
Mexico.

After volunteering for
a few months in San Diego 1
decided that I was interested in
committing myself to another
year of volunteering with the
A 'V 0 'Bhis yeat I was placed in
Camden, NJ with five other
volunteers. We are all
volunteering within the St.
Joseph Pro-Cathedral
community. I have really
enjoyed my first five months in
Camden. It has been a
challenge moving from San

justice organizations, devoting
much of my time to Pax Christi
and the study of Christian non-
violence. I became interested
in working for peace and
justice, in finding ways to help
people empower themselves in
nonviolent and progressive
movements for change.

After graduation, 1
volunteered as the
Neighborhood Outreach
Coordinator for Broad-Park
Development Corporation in
Hartford, CT with the Jesuit
Volunteer Corps. Things did
not exactly work out as

planned, and I left JVC this past

Diego to Camden, but it has
been a positive challenge. My
volunteer community has
provided me with great support
and encouragement. My
volunteer position at the
Romero Center has provided
me with many positive gifts
and challenges. I am truly
grateful for this opportunity.

If anyone is interested
in volunteering for a year with a
Catholic organization and
would like to learn mote about
Aungustinian 1 olunteers, please
feel free to get in touch with me
via e-mail
(algagne@hotmail.com) or
check out the web site at

Assistant

December to return home.
After learning about the
Romero Center, I started to
work here in January. Iam so
thankful for the opportunity to
work in a place where my belief
in social justice is nourished
and strengthened. I hope to
return to school in the fall for
my Masters of Divinity,
weaving together my passions
for justice and education. But,
in the meantime, I hope to
work with lots of people, learn
lots of things and have lots of
fun during my time in Camden.

OMy voluntt
position at the

Romero Center has

provided e with

many positive gifts

and chall er

0l am so tF
work in a place

where my belief in

social justice is

nonrished and

stregthenec



To contact about any
of these programs,
call 856-964-9777
or by e-mail at

Romerocam@aol.com

Prophet’s Pilgrimage

The Prophet’s Pilgrimage is a four day
program designed for business persons and
professionals. The heart of the program is a
pilgrimage to various sites around the city where
residents tell their story about life in Camden.
Coupled with this, the participants learn about
the work of various agencies in the city.

One of the features of the program is
that participants eat dinner with a family in the
city. There are also sessions about the Scripture’s
call to justice and Catholic social teaching.

We will be scheduling this program for
the fall of 2002. The program runs from
Thursday night through Sunday noon. Cost is
$200 per person. We are also willing to run the
program for a staff or office around the four days
of their choosing (not necessarily Thursday to
Sunday.)

Family Urban Challenge

This is a new and exciting venture for
the Romero Center. Many times participants tell
their families about their experience in Camden
and would like to share it firsthand. This is a
week-long program for families scheduled for
August 4-10, 2002. During the day, participants
who are old enough will volunteer at various
work sites. Children too young for work sites
will be engaged in some learning activities around
social justice themes. The evening program will
focus on raising families with an awareness of not
only charity but justice.

Cost of the program is $700 for a family
of four. There is an additional cost of $100 per
extra family member. We estimate we can
accommodate 5-7 families for this experience.
This is certainly not a trip to Disneyworld, but
one which we think your family will long
remember.

To Hunger for Justice

This is our newest parish outreach
program. The program uses world hunger as a
case study for justice. Part I of the program
deals with hunger using both social analysis and
theological reflection. Part II of the program
deals with the spirituality of justice. The program
is varied and includes small and large group
discussion, reflection, prayer, videos and song.

The program format is flexible and can
be done on one day (approximately 5 hours
including a break for a meal) or on two nights
(approximately 2 hours each night). There is no
set cost for the program. We ask the parish
group to make a donation according to their
means.

Summer Think Tank

We have received a grant from the
Valparaiso Project at Valparaiso University to
sponsor a social justice think tank during the
summer of 2002. The purpose of this think tank
is to develop social justice education materials
using the pastoral circle, a methodology for
teaching social justice.

The design of the units will be such that
a catechist or youth minister or classroom teacher
will have all of the materials on hand to teach on
topics such as poverty, hunger, racism, the
environment and child labor and sweatshops.
We hope to pilot these materials during the 2002-
2003 academic year and work toward publication
of the materials by the summer of 2003. The
materials target junior high through adult
learners.

“My f ai

and

th was

under st and

(participant from Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY)

strengthened this

more about wh a
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SOCIAL JUSTICE CORNER

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 2, Swarthmore, PA — Wage Peace — a day-long event featuring Educational We are workers, not
Panels, Discussion Circles, Organizing Workshops, Music, Meals, and Fellowship, 9 am
- 5 pm, Swarthmore College Campus; open to all students and community residents in
Delaware County; lunch and dinner provided; Free Concert; Delaware County Cam- ministers, not
paign for Peace and Justice, Swarthmore College Community Service Learning Division, ,
Swarthmore College Progressive Action Committee, and WHY WAR?, Terry Rumsey, Messiabs.
610-891-6614, Greenseed2(@aol.com We are prophets of a

master builders,

future not onr own.

Apr. 20, Washington, DC i Mobilization Against the Warfi 0 St op t he - Oscar Romero
Home and Abroaddé Mahbseedby NutvnalWeush dhd Seudpdt 0

Peace Coalition, National Coalition for Peace and Justice, 9-11 Emergency National

Network, NYC Labor Against War; for more information, contact WRL (212-228-

0450), AFSC (212-598-0967), ot aprilmobilization@tiseup.net.

The Fellowship Of Reconciliation National Conference- ""The Power of Nonvio-
lence - Exploring Alternatives' Summer 2002 Next June 15-20, FOR will be holding
its biennial national conference at Manhattan College in New York City. US members
will be joined by International FOR activists from around the world. Concerts, Tours
of Ground Zero, Workshops, Nonviolence Training, and more.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

The following are web pages of different social justice organizations for your own edifi-
cation and to find out what events are happening close to home.

http:/ /www.wartesisters.org/ The War Resisters League

http:/ /www.nonviolence.org/ The Nonviolence Web

http:/ /www.nonviolence.org/vitw/  Voices in the Wilderness, the Campaign to end
the economic sanctions placed on Iraq eleven

years ago.

http:/ /www.veteransforpeace.org/  Veterans for Peace

http:/ /www.ufenet.org/ United for a Fair Economy

http://www.amnesty.org/ Amnesty International

http:/ /www.paxchristiusa.org// Pax Christi USA, a chapter of the Catholic Peace
Movement

http://home.sprintmail.com/ ~jeffnkari/USAS/index.html  United Students Against
Sweatshops
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Visit our web site at
www.rc.net/camden/stjoseph

Program Support for the Romero Event
Your name will be listed in the program booklet for the Romero event on March 23, unless you indicate you
do not wish it to be printed.

Name (as you wish it printed in the program):

Address: State: Zip:

We ask for a minimum donation of $10 for event support. (You are also welcome to return the envelope
with your mailing information if you would like to be put on the Romero Center mailing list, but cannot
make a donation at this time.)

Amount enclosed:

Please make your check payable to the Romero Center and return in the enclosed envelope.

check here if you would like a copy of the printed program mailed to you. Please enclose an extra
$3.00 to cover the postage and handling.

Thank you for your support of the ministry of the Romero Center.




