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First South Jersey... now just South

Dear Romero Supporter,

First of all, I wanted to let you know that at the
beginning of July, I will be heading for the South: more
specifically to Baton Rouge, LA. I will be working for the
diocese of Baton Rouge, under the auspices of Catholic
Community Services, organizing parish social ministry
for the diocese.

In this ministry, I will help parishes assess
needs for people in their areas, and then help them to
set up food pantries, hot meal programs, emergency
housing or whatever the needs may be. I will also work
with parishes on legislative advocacy issues and help
organize some diocesan-wide conferences around justice
issues. I have been down there twice on short trips and
have already begun work on a Faithful Citizenship
Conference for September in connection with the
upcoming presidential election.

While there will be a huge learning curve with
the culture, politics and even geography of Louisiana, I
think that the knowledge I have acquired, the skills that
I have honed and the insight I have received through the
past six years of the Romero Center are good
preparation for what lies ahead for me in Louisiana.

In my visits there the conversation runs
consistently around three issues: Do I know how hot it
is there? The people are friendly. The food is good.
Points two and three are very evident and after my last
trip in May, so is the first point.

I want to thank all of you for your support over
these last six years. I have met so many wonderful
people, both here in Camden and through the groups
which have come to the Romero Center. I have had
contact with people with a passion for justice which
both inspired me to do better and supported me in my
own journey. I have met many wonderful, wonderful
students whose lives have been affected by their trip to
the Romero Center. They in turn have left their mark
here by a program that has constantly evolved. I want
to thank, too, the people in the parishes where we have
done some justice programming. The thirst for justice is
so much in evidence.

I leave very much on a high note. This past
March we hosted a wonderful Romero event with Father
Gustavo Gutierrez. About six hundred people attended
the evening lecture. Just over a hundred people
attended the panel presentation prior to the lecture. It

was a great day of energy and connection. There is
a short excerpt from Father Gutierrez’s lecture in
this issue. The full transcript of his talk will be
available in the fall.

I am also happy to announce that the
speaker for our fifth annual Romero Lecture is Sr.
Helen Prejean, author of Dead Man Walking and
activist against the death penalty. Her accepting
our invitation is a bonus from my interviewing in
Baton Rouge where [ met several people who are
personal friends of hers who in turn put in a good
word for us.

I leave the Romero Center in the capable
hands of Larry DiPaul, the new director, and Teresa
Reyes. .. And, of course, the hands of God. Many of
you have met Larry who worked at the Romero
Center last summer and has been involved at the
Romero Center in other programming.

I am humbled and amazed to think that
this ministry is the result of a poor parish in
Camden launching out in faith. I think that the
Lord did indeed build this house.

While you are all invited to my farewell, I
know that most of you will not be able to attend. I
do ask that you do pray for me through this
transition and also continue to pray for the people
who work so hard at the Romero Center.

I also wanted to let you know that Brian
Reavey was recruited by the Marianists to become
the first national director for the Marianist Life
Program. While anyone here who has had the
chance to work or be with Brian will certainly miss
his friendly spirit, quick wit and passion for justice,
we know that he is doing great work for young
people across the country in this new ministry.
Please keep him in your prayers as well.

And in closing: Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you and God bless.



We are happy to announce our speaker
for the Fifth Annual Romero Lecture:
A Series in Faith and Justice

Sr. Helen Prejean, CSJ

Friday, March 18, 2005
Rutgers Camden

Sister Helen Prejean was born on April 21, 1939, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. She joined the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph of Medaille in 1957 and received a B.A. in English and Education from St. Mary's Dominican College, New
Orleans in 1962. In 1973, she earned an M.A. in Religious Education from St. Paul's University in Ottawa, Can-
ada. She has been the Religious Education Director at St. Frances Cabrini Parish in New Orleans, the Forma-
tion Director for her religious community, and has taught junior and senior high school students.

Sister Helen began her prison ministry in 1981 when she dedicated her life to the poor of New Orleans. While
living in the St. Thomas housing project, she became pen pals with Patrick Sonnier, the convicted killer of two
teenagers, sentenced to die in the electric chair of Louisiana's Angola State Prison.

Upon Sonnier's request, Sister Helen repeatedly visited him as his spiritual advisor. In doing so, her eyes were
opened to the Louisiana execution process. Sister Helen turned her experiences into a book that not only made
the 1994 American Library Associates Notable Book List, it was also nominated for a 1993 Pulitzer Prize. Dead
Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United States was number one on the New York
Times Best Seller List for 31 weeks. It also made the International Best Seller List and has been translated into
ten different languages.

In January 1996, the book was developed into a major motion picture starring Susan Sarandon as Sister Helen
and Sean Penn as a death row inmate. The movie received four Oscar nominations. Susan Sarandon won the
award for Best Actress.

Fifteen years after beginning her crusade, the Roman Catholic sister has witnessed five executions in
Louisiana and today educates the public about the death penalty by lecturing, organizing and writing. As
the founder of "Survive," a victim's advocacy group in New Orleans, she continues to counsel not only
inmates on death row, but the families of murder victims, as well.
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excerpt from:
Liberation Theology for the 21st Century

Gustavo Gutierrez, O.P.
March 26, 2004

In the ultimate analysis poverty means death. First, physical death because poor people are dying of sick-
nesses which are often easily cured by medical science today — but not in poor countries. Second, in addi-
tion to this physical and economic death from poverty, there is also a cultural side — a "cultural death."
Anthropologists say "culture is life." When we despise a culture, a religion, a race, a gender, an ethnic
group, we are killing — culturally speaking — persons belonging to this sector of humanity. When the Do-
minican missionaries arrived in South America in the sixteenth century, they said “the Indians are dying
before their time". That is still true today. The poor, worldwide, are dying before their time and they are
dying a different kind of death. The death is still physical but more so today, it is cultural.

Their dignity is denied and they are not respected. This is a kind of death. If we see the question in this
broader context, we can understand grinding poverty as exactly contrary to the will of God because the gift
of God is life. And that life includes the spiritual, material and cultural. Poverty fights against this gift. It
fights against the dignity of creation and the meaning of resurrection.

Resurrection is the victory of life over death while poverty means simply death. I think this is so because
the root of poverty is the refusal to love. This theological reflection might be different from a sociological or
psychological analysis. Nonetheless, we can say that at the root of poverty we have injustice that is the re-
fusal to love. In other words — sin. Here, as elsewhere, the only sin is not to love. I realize that there are
infinite variations of this sin. But, in the end, sin is the refusal to love and love is the core of what it means

to be Christian. Thus poverty is a challenge to Christian faith. It is a challenge to the announcement of
the Gospel. And, therefore, it is a challenge to our reflection on our faith, our theology.

You are invited to

A Farewell for Pat Slater
Saturday, June 26, 2004
At the Romero Center

6:00— Mass, followed by dinner

Please no gifts, but you are welcome to bring
food or beverages to share,

RSVP by calling the Romero Center at 856-964-9777

or e-mailing romerocenter@comecast.net

Overnight accommodations are available for out of town guests.
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In this election year, we highly recommend that you read and reflect on the “Faithful
Citizenship” document. It is available online at http://www.nccbuscc.org/
faithfulcitizenship/bishopStatement.html#1. It is well worth the read.

In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue; participation in
the political process is a moral obligation -from Faithful Citizenship

Catholicism does not call us to abandon the world, but to help shape it.
This does not mean leaving worldly tasks and responsibilities, but trans-
forming them. Our entire community of faith must help Catholics to be in-
struments of Godbés grace and credt.i
ries and offices, in homes and schools and in all the events of daily life. So-
cial justice and the common good are built up or torn down day by day in

the countless decisions and choices we make.
from Everyday Christianity: To Hunger and Thirst for Justice (A Pastoral Reflection on Lay
Discipleship for Justice in the New Millennium, U.S. Bishops, November, 1998)







