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Not the usual comings and goings...

Dear Romero Supporter,

Hopefully by now you have received the good
news that our featured speaker at our annual Romero
Lecture is Father Gustavo Gutierrez. We are happy to
be sponsoring this event with the help of Rutgers
University— Camden. We also have worked to enhance
the Lecture Series by adding a pre-lecture panel to
acquaint people with liberation theology and with how
liberation theology is played out in our world today and
in a place like Camden. More information about Father
Gutierrez and about our panelists are included in this
newsletter.

Also in the tradition of our annual Romero
Lecture we are pleased to present awards in three areas.
The first is our Community Partnership Award which
is given to organizations with whom we have a close
working relationship. This year we are happy to honor
Francis House and New Visions, both located in
Camden. Many of the Urban Challenge participants
from the last two years have had the pleasure to work
with Sue Piliro at Francis House and also to hear both
Sue and Bill MacMillan speak about their calling with
regard to HIV and AIDS. Some of you have had the
chance to work at New Visions with Carol Riley who
works so hard to provide services to persons who are
indigent or homeless here in Camden.

The Good Seed, Good Soil Award goes to an
organization or ministry which took what they
experienced at the Romero Center and did some
“cultivating” back home. This year the award goes to
the Catholic Campus Ministry program at the University
of Syracuse. Following their trip here in the winter of
2003, the students formed their own social action group
which became very active on campus.

The last award given is the Social Justice
Education Award. | am humbled to be the recipient of
this award this year. I came to Camden six years ago
from college campus ministry at Youngstown State
University because I felt God was calling me to serve
more “on the edge.” And these six years have been a
great blessing in my life. You have been a great blessing
in my life. But it is time for me to move on. Right now, I
don’t know where that will be. I have faith that, as it
was with this ministry, God will advertise in the NCR
(National Catholic Reporter).

We changed our database system over the

summer so I have had to spend some time
“tweaking” some of the information. This has led
me to go through all the names in the database a
few times over. As I am doing this, it has become
much like a litany of thanksgiving for all the many
wonderful people who have passed through here
(quite a few more than once) and for the many
people who support this wonderful work here. In
the almost six years we have been in existence, we
have had 103 different colleges, universities, high
schools and parish groups come to experience our
Urban Challenge program. Seventy-five percent of
the groups came more than one time. And it has
been a great experience for me to have welcomed all
but a few of those groups.

It is a privilege to have been part of the
formation of the Romero Center, to work with the
staff of the parish, to be a part of the St. Joseph
parish family, and to work with the staff members
who have been a part of the Romero story. You,
too, have helped to form the Romero Center into
what it is today. Your enthusiasm and
compassion, your suggestions and presence have
all had an influence on this ministry. A special
thank you to our advisory board members who has
been so supportive, enthusiastic and helpful these
past six years.

Lastly, I wanted to let you know about a
new program opportunity. Many of you have
remarked over the years that you wished your
family could experience what you experienced in
Urban Challenge. Now is your chance. This
opportunity is explained on p. 7 of the newsletter.

Once again, thank you for your presence
and support of the Romero Center, and in the
words of Dag Hammorskjold: “For all that has been
thanks; for all that will be yes.”



Meet the Staff

Brian F. Reaveygrew up in Hunterdon ico and graduated as a Laboratory Technician from
County, New Jersey and is the youngest of seven ¢ The Centro de Bachillerato Tecnico, Industrial y de
dren. He graduated from the University of Dayton Servicios (CBTyS) in Zamora, Michoacan, Mexico.
1998 with a B.A. in Theology. The University of  She has been working pditne for the Romero Cen-
Daytonds vibrant Camp u sterforfive years and started full time this January as- w
many cultural immersion service opportunities, in- sisting with the programs. One of her staff responsi-
cluding a summer in Appalachia and a spring break bilities is to involve the people from St. Joseph Par-
Haiti. ish in the work of the Romero Center.

After graduation, Brian volunteered with the Teresa also teaches and practices some holis-
Christian Appalachian Project as a caseworker for tic health modalities in association with Camden
impoverished counties in both Kentucky and West Wellness and Wellness Workers, Inc. and is studying
Virginia. He served as the fiiime youth minister ~ to become a full Reiki Master. She is a reiki prac-
for the Catholic Community of St. Matthias in Some tioner and also practices Indian head massage and re-
set, NJ for three years. He brought high school stu flexology.

dents for two AUrban Ch Teresa has been an active member of St. Jo-h u
developing an ongoing relationship with the Romeriseph PreCathedral for the last ten years serving on a
Center. variety of committees.

Brian joined the Romero Center staff as the
full-time Associate Director in September 2003. He
is happy to be serving in such a wonderful commu-
nity with an inspiring staff, but is very sad to see Pa
leave as director. Brian enjoys photography, theate
tennis, fair trade coff
when heb6s not spending
He currently lives in Philadelphia.

Students from Loyola of Manhattan participated in Urban

Challenge over their February break. Some of the students

spent time at New Visions in Camden socializing with some

of the clients..

Ot hers in an Al live to serveoe
preparations at the Romero Center.
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The 2004 Romero Lecture:
A Series in Faith and Justice

Presents

Gustavo Gutierrez
Hosted by Rutgers Camden

Gustavo Gutierrez
Theologian, Author, Lecturer, Educator

oLi beration Theology for the 2
Friday, March 26th
Panel Presentation oMé&sRM | i n 1
Campus Centerd Lower Level
Exhibits 6:00 PM & Campus Center
Awards 6:30 PM 0 Theater
Keynote Address 7 PM o Theater

All are Welcome -- No Reservations Required
Suggested Donation: $15
Sponsorships/Ads available
Phone: 857-964 -9777 romerocenter@comcast.net

-= The Romero Center i s a pOathedralitCanydenpNJ=St . Josephds Pro
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Gustavo Gutierrez, O.P

(B.S., medicine, 1950, National University, Lima, Peru; S.T.L., 1959, Ph.D., 1985, Universite Catholique
de Lyon. He holds honorary degrees from some 20 universities)
John Cardinal O'Hara Professor of Theology at the University of Notre Dame

After studies in medicine and literature in Peru, Gustavo Gutierrez studied psychology and philoso-
phy at Louvain, and eventually took a doctorate at the Institut Catholique in Lyons. He is most well known
for his foundational work in Latin American liberation theologyTheology of Liberation: History, Poli-
tics, SalvationHis other major bookswhich have been translated from Spanish into multiple languages
besides Englishtouch as well on issues of spirituality and Latin American history, and indMd&rink
From Our Own Wells: The Spiritual Journey of A People, On Job:Ta0kl and the Suffering of the Inno-
cent, The Truth Shall Make You Free, The God of aifdLas Casas: In Search of the Poor of Jesus
Christ His essays have appeared hreological Studies, La Revista Latinoamericana de Teqlagik
Paginas He has also published in and been a member of the board of directors of the international journal,
Concilium

Gutierrez has been a principal professor at the Pontifical University of Peru, and has been visiting
professor at many major universities in North America and Europe. He is a member of the Peruvian Acad-
emy of Language, and in 1993 he was awarded the Legion of Honor by the French government for his tire-
less work for human dignity and life, and against oppression, in Latin America and the Third World. He is
currently working on a book exploring the historical background and continuing theological relevance of
the preferential option for the poor.

From A Theology of Liberation _ by Gustavo Gutierrez,

Poverty is an act of love and liberation. It has a redemptive value. If the ultimate cause of hu
man exploitation and alienation is selfishness, the deepest reason for voluntary poverty is loye
of neighbor. Christian poverty has meaning only as a commitment of solidarity with the poor
with those who suffer misery and injustice. The commitment is to witness to the evil which a
resulted from sin and is a breach of communion. It is not a question of idealizing poverty, but
rather of taking it on as it4an evitto protest against it and to struggle to abolish it. As Ri-
coeur says, you cannot really be with the poor unless you are struggling against poverty. Be
cause of this solidaritywhich manifest itself in specific action, a style of life, a break with
oneds s ooodcanlalsachel@tsegpoor and exploited to become aware of their exploitaf
tion and seek liberation from it. Christian poverty, and expression of love, is solidinitthe
poorand is a protesigainst poverty(Fn46 This is the concrete, contemporary meaning of
the witness of poverty. It is a poverty lived not for its own sake, but rather as an authentic imji-
tation of Christ; it is a poverty which means taking on the sinful human condition to liberate
humankind from sin and all its consequences.

U7
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Panel Presentation: From Medillin to Camden

The panel will take place on the lower level of the Campus Center fronid pm
The panel is free and open to the public.

Panelists

Phillip Berryman was a pastoral worker in a barrio in Panama during -36%rom 1976 to 1980, he
served as a representative for the American Friends Service Committee in Central America. In 1980, he
returned from Guatemala to the United States and now lives in Philadelphia. He has wilbgtextion
Theology: essential Facts about the Revolutionary Religious Movement in Latin America and Beyond
(1987),Stubborn Hope: Religion, Politics and Revolution in Central Am&i®84) and th&eligious

Roots of Rebellion: Christians in the Central American Revol{#004) as well as other books and trans-
lations.

Dr. A.S. Mahdi Ibn-Ziyad, chair of the Africana Islamic Institute and member of Masjid Nur, both of
Camden, NJ. Ibiziyad is a longtime religigolitical theorist, world peace, social justice and reparations
activist currently working within such groups as the national Muslim Peace Fellowship, National Coalition
of Blacks for Reparations in America and the Black Radical Congress. He is an adjunct professor of Is-
lamic and Africana philosophy and religion at Rutgers University, Camden campus and a world history
teacher at the high school level.

John P. Hogan, Ph.Dwas Associate Director of the Peace Corps. He has lived and worked in Africa,
Haiti, and South America and has taught at Loyola College, Catholic University, andl&#iS Hopkins
University. In 2003, he publishe&g¥edible Signs of Christ Alive: Case Studies from the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Developme(Rowman and Littlefield).

Roy Bourgeois, M.M.,Founder and G®irector of the SOA Watch . In 1991 Father Roy founded the
School of Americas Watch, located just outside the main entrance of Fort Benning. In addition to the Geor-
gia office, full time offices are staffed in Washington and Philadelphia. Hundreds of affiliate offices are

also located around the country which inform the general public, Congress and the media about the impli-
cations of the training at the SOA and the human right abuses that have resulted. He continues to travel
extensively giving talks at colleges and groups around the country advocating for peace, justice and the
closure of the School of the Americas (SOAgnamed the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Co-
operation (WHISC).

Suzanne Toton, Ph.Dis a faculty member of the Theology/Religious Studies Department and also a staff
member of the Center for Peace & Justice Education, Villanova University. She is author of the book,
World Hunger: The Responsibility of Christian Educatama recently finished a book manuscript entitled,
Justice Education: From Charity to Solidaritr. Toton is an active member of the HaFiliated organi-
zation, Philadelphia Interfaith Action. She holds a doctorate in Religion and Education from Columbia
University/Union Theological Seminary and an M.A. and B.A. from Temple University.

Martin Carney, Ph.D. received a doctorate in systematic theology from Fordham University. He has

been at Fordham Prep High School for nine years as a religious studies teacher and assistant ministry coor
dinator. He is also an adjunct assistant professor at Fordham University.
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Park in the C lots which are within easy walking distance of the campus. Lot A is also available and is
a two block walk from campus. Please do not park in any B lots. Your car will be ticketed and towed.
Parking in A and C lots is free.

There is food service available on campus in the Campus Center until 6 pm.

Romero Center
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Family Urban Challenge
One of the things we hear over and over again as participants leave from Urban Challenge is the wish th
their family members could also experience the
summer we will sponsor the firstver family Urban Challenge for past participants and family members.
(Families who have not had someone who has participated in Urban Challenge are also welcome to apply.

Thursday night, July 8, 2004 Sunday afternoon, July 11, 2004

The extended weekend includes volunteer work, justice education, time to
reflect on justice with other families and prayer.

Space is limited.

We are unable to accept participants younger than 10 years old unless
a parent or older sibling is willing to stay back from the work site for child care.
Work sites will be limited for younger members because of
age limitations imposed by various work sites.

Cost: $100 per person

To register for this experience, contact Brian Reavey, Associate Director, at 89649777 x. 604 or at
breavey@yahoo.com or mail the application form at the bottom of this page. Deadline for
registration is June 1. Romero Center, 2907 Federal St. Camden, NJ 08105

Name of Family: Phone:

Address:

E-mail address of adult contact:

Names of participants: (please list the ages for minors)

Please enclose a downpayment of $10 per person. Make checks payable to the Romero Center.
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In this election year, please make sure you connect the campaigns to
Catholic Social Teaching. We highly recommend that you visit these web
sites and join their list serves for legislative alerts

Networki The Catholic Social Justice Lobby
Networklobby.org

Catholic Relief Services
Catholicrelief.org

Click on the nget involyv
NB: They even have an educational section for children.

Catholicism does not call us to abandon the world, but to help shape it. This does not mean |
worldly tasks and responsibilities, but transforming them. Our entire community of faith must
Catholics to be instruments of Godbés grace

do

aving

elp
and

offices, in homes and schools and in all the events of daily life. Social justice and the common gogd are

built up or torn down day by day in the countless decisions and choices we make.
from Everyday Christianity: To Hunger and Thirst for Justice (A Pastoral Reflection on La
Discipleship for Justice in the New Millennium, U.S. Bishops, November, 199




