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You canõt improve things with repression, with 
violence.  What is necessary is to establish a dialog that 
is really a dialogéwhich focuses on the search for truth 

and in which deeply held attitudes can be laid aside.  
 

Archbishop Oscar Romero  

In the final  analysis, we must realize that social  

injustice and unjust social structures exist only because 
individuals and groups of individuals   

deliberately maintain or tolerate them.  
 

Pope John Paul II  
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Raise your voice!  Since our last Newsletter, much has happened.  Our nation elected a President; the world bid farewell 

to Pope John Paul II; and our Cardinals prayerfully chose Benedict XVI as Pope.  Iôll remember John Paul II as the 

moral voice who courageously declared, before the 2003 Iraqi war, that pre-emptive or preventive war would be a defeat 

for humanity which could not be morally or legally justified; that the death penalty is essentially an act of revenge; and 

for the following challenging quote from his 1986 Papal Encyclical, On Social Reform.  ñA consistent theme of Catholic 

social teaching is the option of preference for the poor. Today, this preference has to be expressed in worldwide dimen-

sions, embracing the immense numbers of the hungry, the needy, the homeless, those without medical care, and those 

without hope (#42).  His words ring prophetically. The Catholic Campaign for Human Development reports that, in the 

last two years, 3 million more people (thatôs 1 out of every 8 Americans) are now living in poverty, and, since last year, 

1.3 million more people are without health insurance.  Is structural violence and sin that hidden from our eyes?  The Bib-

lical message of Peace and Justice is the mission of all the baptized.  ñThere is One Faith, One Lord, and One Baptismò. 

 

Saving Grace!  After Morning Prayer, we send students to their Service Sites in Camden and Philadelphia.  As they 

leave, a typical pep rally message might be, ñGo out there and save the worldò.  I know.  That sounds real trite.  A more 

biblically challenging counsel would be, ñGo out there and have the world save youò.  I shared this with students from 

Gwynedd Mercy Academy who came to the Romero Center. They understood. Keeping company with people who are 

poor, sick, homeless, hungry, or lonely will save us from ourselves ï from the blindness of selfishness and self-

centeredness - the original sin that still wrestles unmercifully for our allegiance.  Blessed are the poor and those who sit 

with the poor, for there your liberation is found. 

 

ñWe should have Romero Centers all across the countryò.  So spoke Sr. Helen Prejean at the Fifth Annual Romero 

Lecture Series hosted by Rutgers-Camden University.  The entire day really moved people ï from the film, Dead Man 

Walking, to the panel discussion, to the various workshops, to the Gospel music of St. Bartholomewôs choir, to display 

tables, to Sr. Helenôs keynote address, calling for the abolition of the death penalty.  Sr. Helen affirmed the mission of 

the Romero Center.  We are called to examine the structural and systemic causes of poverty and hopelessness.  The call 

to justice lies at the core of Catholic Social Thought. 

 

Leavening!  Lots of High Schools, Universities, and adults continue to come to the Romero Center for an Urban Chal-

lenge experience.  What a blessing!  In July, 15 Priests are coming to the Romero Center for a 5 day Peace and Justice 

Retreat.  From this gathering, we hope to expand the Romero Center to include Parish-based Peace and Justice Educa-

tion.  We would need to hire another Staff person.  Stay tuned. 

 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!  Catholic Charities of Diocese of Camden presented the Romero Center 

with the Peter J. OôConnor Award for Social Justice at their Annual Dinner on Thursday, April 18.  Praise God for all of 

you who share your time, talent, or treasure to further the mission of the Romero Center. 

 

Growing pains!  How about this from a College Urban Challenge participant?  ñI complained everyday and every sec-

ond of my Urban Challenge experience.  I was that uncomfortable.  That rattling experience had the greatest and most 

profound impact on my lifeò.  Discomfort is the healthy passageway to Conversion and New Life. 

 

Common Cents!  We did not include a donation envelope with this Newsletter.  We promised that we would have only 

one Direct Mail Campaign every Autumn.  However, if you are so moved, you can send a donation to the Romero Cen-

ter as often as you are able.  We appreciate your generous ways. 

 

God bless you, Oscar Romero, for encouraging us to go out and have the poor of the world save us. 

Peace,  

 

 

Larry DiPaul 



Welcome Back Sister Marianna  
Like the peeling of an onion, layer 

under layer, the realization that we 

really all are sisters and brothers (no 

matter our personal circumstances), 

was gradually uncovered as we lived 

at the Romero Center during our Al-

ternative Spring Break in March 2005. 

 

I traveled to Camden with seven stu-

dents from Salve Regina University in 

Newport, RI.  Our group was made up 

of women, diverse in many ways, but 

held together by a common thread of 

privilege and isolation from the harsh 

realities of life.  We tried to leave our 

prejudices, expectations and agendas 

back home, but we surprised ourselves 

at some of the comments that fell out 

of our mouths at various times during 

the week. 

 

As the adult advisor of our group I had the privilege of observing a transformation that occurred in the students as the 

week progressed.  At times the students felt overwhelmed by the statistics around the issues of homelessness, hunger, 

disease and lack of jobs...overwhelmed when they heard stories of real people battling the oppressive circumstances of 

their lives.  The students also felt loved and appreciated; they felt goodness and Godôs presence; and most especially 

they felt a sense of belonging to the whole human family.  All of this made possible by the disciplined format of the pro-

gram. 

 

The Romero Center presents a program of substance, which is varied  and structured.  This Urban Challenge exposes 

students and adults to the merits of charity and justice, based on Catholic Social Teaching.  The educational input of the 

staff is invaluable to the program, and the exposure that the students receive at the many social service agencies is a very 

important element. 

 

We were fortunate to spend Holy Week, 2005 in the midst of the sufferings of Christ in Camden and Philadelphia, while 

also experiencing the Risen Christ in the lives of all who are working to bring healing and hope to the Body of Christ. 
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The Romero Center believes that God can be found at the margins of 
society -- that Godõs center is somewhere on our periphery. That 

strange idea is shared by Bethesda Project.   We heartily welcome the 
young men and women who come to us through Romero Center to  

accompany us in our hospitality to the poor.  Their enthusiasm and 
energy helps to renew our vision and compassion.  We salute their 

mentors and guides at Romero.  
 

Tony Medwid  
Director of Community Life  

Bethesda Project  


