
Dear Romero Center Supporter, 

 This is the fifth year of ministry for 

the Romero Center and like the Energizer 

Bunny we do keep going, and going and go-

ing.  In addition to that we keep growing, and 

growing and growing. 

 One area of growth has to do with 

staff.  In late June we bade farewell to April 

Gagne, who served last year at the Romero 

Center as an Augustinian volunteer.  April is 

now living in the Philadelphia area and work-

ing full-time for the Augustinian volunteers in 

administration.  Sara Flounders who worked 

here from January– August 2002, is now pur-

suing an M.Div. on a full scholarship at Har-

vard.  And amidst those “goings,” we had 

some new “comings,” with the addition of 

Barbara Thomas in early June and Brianne 

McKeown in September.  (See their stories on 

p. 4).  Both of these staff members have 

brought new ideas, perspectives and compe-

tencies to the ministry of the Romero Center. 

 We have also grown in terms of the 

programming we offer.  Last year we ex-

panded our offerings in terms of parish out-

reach.  We added a two-part program called 

“To Hunger for Justice.” Part I of the pro-

gram deals with hunger as a case study for 

justice and Part II deals with the spirituality of 

justice.  In addition to this program we have 

begun to work with middle school students 

and confirmation groups offering retreats 

around the topics of hunger and sweatshops.  

In September, we offered our first-ever 

“Journey to Justice” retreat, a process devel-

oped by the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development.  It was a thoughtful, thought-

provoking and moving experience for both 

participants and team members.  If you are 

interested in any of these programs for your 

parish, please contact us here at 856-964-9777 

or at Romerocam@aol.com. 

 Another event on the horizon is 

launching our new web page.  We are working 

with Hopeworks „n Camden, a non-profit 

sponsored by the Jesuits in North Camden 

which teaches web mastering programs to 

inner city youth.  We look forward to having 

more power in being able to send out e-mail 

alerts with regard to actions on behalf of so-

cial justice and also to publishing our newslet-

ter online, thereby being more ecologically 

responsible. 

 Our Urban Challenge program keeps 

growing and growing as well.  A new develop-

ment this year has been the addition of an 

overnight format which we are using with the 

students of Camden Catholic High School.  

Camden Catholic has committed its entire 

junior class to this overnight experience over 

the course of this year as a way of preparing 

them for the social justice class they will take 

as seniors.   

 On a personal note, many of you 

know that I have been working on licensing as 

a foster parent this past year and on the night 

of Sept. 26, I welcomed 4 children into my 

home.  My appreciation for the resilience and 

pain of children has grown immensely as well 

as my admiration for those who chose to be-

come social workers.  Presently, I have 2 chil-

dren– a 7 year old boy and a 15 year old girl– 

who may be long-term placements.   

 Please know that we hold you all in 

our prayers. 

 

Pat Slater 

Director 

“It keeps going, and going, and going…” 
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 Groups have been coming to the Romero Center for over four years now.  

The Urban Challenge program has evolved and grown.  Part of that evolution is 

taking it a step farther to create a follow-up for people who have already partici-

pated in an Urban Challenge.  So, we would like to invite you to an Urban Chal-

lenge reunion.   For some of you this may mean coming after school is out and 

before your job begins.  For others of you this may mean taking some time off 

from work.  Some of you may want to bring along a spouse or significant other.  

All are welcome.   

 The tentative dates for the reunion are May 30– June 1, 2003.  You are 

most welcome to come earlier than that if it fits your travel plans.  Part of the 

program will include a tour of Camden so you can see some of the changes in 

the city (see story about the projects of the Carpenter Society), some time at a 

work site, and a discussion on a social justice topic, focusing more on the spiri-

tuality of social justice.   

 At this time we would like some feedback from you, the former partici-

pants about this project.  Please e-mail any suggestions you might have to Pat 

Slater at Romerocam@aol.com.  We will have more details as well as a registra-

tion form in the spring newsletter. 

Ministry 

of 

Money 

 

Ministry of Money Pilgrimage 
June 1-7, 2003 

 

 The Ministry of Money will be holding its second domestic 

―Pilgrimage of Reverse Mission,‖ this one at the Romero Center on June 1-7, 

2003.  The Ministry of Money has provided opportunities for 26 years for 

women and men to explore their relationship to money from a faith perspec-

tive by offering pilgrimages to developing countries and urban centers in 

America.  As with all Ministry of Money pilgrimages, the focus this week 

will be on being an open presence for God to speak to our hearts through the 

lives and relationships we experience.   

 Alongside our encounters with poverty, racism, and other urban ills, 

our pilgrimage experience will also be an engagement with hope.  Through 

these encounters and time spent in reflection, pilgrims will be provided with 

opportunities to examine their faith responses and experience the gift of 

transformation.  We hope you will be able to join us for this week and dis-

cover new ways to live our faith and answer the question, ―What does the 

Lord require of you but to do justice, love, kindness, and to walk humbly 

with your God.  (Micah 6:8) 

 If you would like to know more about the Ministry of Money, please 

visit their web site at www.ministryofmoney.org. 

 If you are interested in registering for the pilgrimage, please contact 

Rosemary Diehl at 301-428-9560. 
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A Night with Romero 
Third Annual Romero Commemoration 

 

Sunday, March 23, 2003 

7:30-9:00 pm 
 

Featured speaker 

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 
 

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton has been bishop in Detroit since 1968.  He is the founding presi-

dent of Pax Christi, USA.  Bishop Gumbleton was also the president of Bread for the World from 

1976 to 1984.  In 1980, he was the co-founder of Michigan Coalition for Human Rights.  In 1983, he 

was a member of the Bishop’s Committee that drafted the pastoral letter ―Challenge of Peace.‖  

Bishop Gumbleton has served on numerous boards including  National Agenda for Peace in 

El Salvador, Witness for Peace, World Conference on Religion and Peace (Office of the Secretary 

General of the UN), Korean Truth Commission, Global Education Institute, and Search for Justice 

and Equality in Palestine/Israel. 

His work for peace and justice has taken him all over the world: to Vietnam, where he inves-

tigated the situation of political prisoners;  to Iran in 1979 as a National Catholic Conference of Bish-

ops’ representative to visit with the American hostages.  His other travels include  Nicaragua, Mexico 

City, Kazakhstan, Iraq, Jordan, Honduras, Guatemala, Haiti, and El Salvador. 

Bishop Gumbleton has been a delegate and speaker to the 9th World Congress of the Physi-

cians for the Prevention of Nuclear War.  He also has served as an expert witness for conscientious 

objectors at Camp Lejeune (Florida) and Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri. 

  

 

We invite to visit http://nationalcatholicreporter.org/peace to read  

Bishop Gumbleton’s weekly homily.   

There will be more details regarding location and topic in the spring newsletter. 

 

 

Thank you to all of those from Campbellôs Soup who spent their  

ñMake a Difference Dayò on Oct. 26 painting at the Romero Center.  The group of 

20 spent the day putting a new blue color on the walls of the living room,  

dining room and some basement rooms.   

It looks wonderful and we thank you! 



Page 4 Volume 1, Issue 2 

Christian justice has been a passion of mine since college when I was introduced to such 

people as Peter Maurin, Dorothy Day, Cesar Chavez and the Berrigan Brothers.  Their 

stories inspired me and challenged me to live a life deeply rooted in Christianity, concern 

for the people of the world, and issues of the day. 

 

My first job out of college was teaching which allowed me to continue not only learning 

but teaching the issues of Christian justice.  I taught my students about Dorothy Day and 

Peter Maurin.  The class even wrote a letter to the Berrigan Brothers asking them about 

their work.  As the years passed, I continued to teach and be involved in justice issues as 

moderator of Amensty International, Habitat for Humanity, a Sweatshop Concerns Group 

and Appalachian trips. 

 

Now as Assistant Director of the Romero Center, I am still challenged to live, teach and 

learn about Christian justice.  I have been privileged in the short time I have been here, to 

meet so many people who work tirelessly for the causes of justice.  The people who work 

in the soup kitchens, food banks, shelters and schools continually inspire me.  They give 

of their time so generously and allow the volunteers to share in their work and ministry.  

The large number of high school and college-aged volunteers and chaperones who visit 

our center are also a great source of inspiration.  Their desire for change and willingness 

to listen, learn, and participate in the Urban Challenge program gives me hope for a just 

world. 

Barbara 

Thomas 

ñWe plant the seeds that one day will grow.  We water seeds already 

planted, knowing that they hold future promise.  We lay foundations that 

will need further development.  We provide yeast that produces effects far 

beyond our capabilities.ò ïArchbishop Oscar Romero 
 

 

In May of 2001, I graduated from St. Joseph’s University with a Bachelor of Science de-

gree in Psychology.  A few months later, I began my one year commitment with the Jesuit 

Volunteer Corps: South.  I was placed at Catholic Community Services in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana.  My job was two fold.  The first part of my job was being an Emergency Assis-

tance Caseworker for people who were dealing with pending evictions and disconnections 

from electricity and water.  The other half of my job was working within the Department of 

Corrections for the state of Louisiana-  prepping incarcerated people for their release, trying 

to access housing, food, employment, and other resources.  I was also an advocate/

caseworker for death row inmates’ families.  When there was a scheduled execution, I 

worked to bring the inmate’s family down to the area of the prison, find them shelter, spiri-

tual counseling, and transportation.  

 

Needless to say, it was a year that stretched and pulled my faith in many different ways.   

 

Now, I am part-time at the Romero Center.  I am also the physical education teacher here at 

St. Joseph’s Pro-Cathedral Elementary School.  I am extremely grateful to be part of the 

Romero Center and this vibrant parish community.  As Oscar Romero said here at the Ro-

mero Center we ―plant seeds that one day will grow and water seeds already planted.‖  This 

is what the Romero Center is all about.  In the halls of this center, we try to echo that vision 

Romero calls forth.  I feel privileged to be a part of that vision and the ongoing work of the 

Romero Center. 

 

Brianne 

McKeown 

New Staff Members 
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 Since so many of you have heard about the work of the St. Joseph 

Carpenter Society through your time here in Camden, we thought you might like 

an update on the wonderful things that are happening with our partners across the 

street. 

 First of all, long-time executive director, Sean Closkey, was appointed by 

Governor McGreevy as executive director of the New Jersey Housing and 

Mortgage Finance Agency in April.  He takes to Trenton the same dedication to 

improving the lives of Camden residents that he exhibited in his nine dynamic 

years with the Carpenter Society.  Many of you will remember Sean for his 

presentation to week-long Urban Challenge groups in which he applied the 

statistics of Camden to paper doll families.  Sean continues to support the work of 

the Romero Center by being a member of the Romero Center board. 

 During Spring break 2000, many of the college groups spent time clearing 

the way for the Carpenter Hill project.  It has also been one of the routes on the 

tour we give of Camden.  There is good news regarding this project which is near 

completion.  There are 49 rental units which should be ready for occupancy 

within the next few weeks.  Forty-four of the units have 3 bedrooms and 1.5 

baths.  The remaining five units are two bedrooms, 1.5 bath,  handicap accessible 

units.  The rents for all the units will range from $460-$540 per month.  There 

have been over 900 applications for the housing.  Applicants must attend the 

Campbell’s Soup Homeowners Academy, pass a drug test, have a police 

background check, and, of course, a credit check. 

 Another exciting project is the development of new housing at what was 

once the Westfield Acres public housing project.  This project,  now called 

Baldwin’s Run,  will be a combination rental and home ownership community.  It 

is exciting to take Urban Challenge groups on a tour to see all this new housing in 

an area which once could have been used as a ―pictionary‖ definition for urban 

blight. Many Urban Challenge participants have seen the architectural renderings 

for these homes.  We hope you will come back some time to see these handsome 

homes as this new community takes shape. 

 If you would like to view some pictures of the Carpenter’s Hill project 

(32nd St.) or Baldwinôs Run, visit the web site for the St. Joseph Carpenter 

Society at www.sjcscamden.org. 

St. Joeõs 

Carpenter 

Society 

Updates 

Congratulations to  

Rev. Betty Greer Caldwell! 
 

Betty attended Urban Challenge through Baptist Theological Union 

in Richmond, VA during the summer of 2002.  She was ordained a 

minister in the Baptist Church on Oct. 13, 2002.  We know that the 

poor have a friend in Rev. Caldwell.  



Romero Center Donors 
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Ray Arrucci 

Laura Boston 

Msgr. William Brennan 

Hugh Brown 

Rosalie Brulte 

Mary Ann Butterhof 

 Rev. Betty Caldwell 

Stephanie Campbell 

John and Betty Canderan 

Mary Anne Cappelleri 

Ann Cartlidge 

Frank and Jeanette Clapp 

Sean and Pilar Closkey 

Alex Cohen 

Pat and Clare Cosenza 

Paul Couming 

Elizabeth Crehan, SMG 

Al and Katherine Cuchetti 

Beth Dawson 

Ramu Dasgupta 

Doris Dick 

Matthew DiSimone 

Liz Drabot 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Durso 

Steph Erickson 

Jennie Fair 

DePhillipo Family 

JoAnn Fannon 

Julie Fertsch 

Lianne Moccia & Allyn Field 

Bridget Gallagher 

Jackie Giblin 

Kathleen Glueck 

Stan Goutier 

Tony Grangel 

Linda Tempel 

 

 

We would like to 

thank all of our 

donors for your 

support of the 

work of the 

Romero Center. 

 

A Mass will be 

offered at St. 

Joseph’s Pro-

Cathedral at 9:00 

on December 1 

for all of our 

benefactors and 

their loved ones, 

living and 

deceased. 

TCP Graphics 

Rev. Dave Grover in honor of  

Msgr. Bob McDermottôs birthday 

John and Rebecca Halleron 

Sandra Huffine 

The Heineman Family 

Dolores and Jeffrey Holzer 

Martha Scott and John Colson 

Theresa Johnson 

Jeff and Lizzie Jotz 

Paul and Pat Kalata 

Joey Kauffman 

George Kelly 

Richard Kelly 

Dick and Joanne Kelsey 

Pam Kelsey-Gossard 

Elaine Kennedy-Simpson 

James Keough 

Michael and Kathy Klein 

James and Grace Kocsis 

Mary Korfmacher 

Monica Langevin-Rangel 

Katherine Lamalot 

Krysten Loielo 

Patricia Mackin 

Trena & Auggie Marks 

Sara Marks 

Peter and Mary Matus 

Anne McAllister 

William and Elizabeth McCann 

Msgr. Robert McDermott 

Kelly McDonough 

Rev. Roger McGrath 

Rev. Paul McGuire 

Catherine Meloy 

Gina Metoni 

 

Wish List 
 Many of the Urban Challenge participants have had the opportunity to work at Francis House in 

Camden or have been enriched and moved by the testimony of Susan Piliro director of Francis House, a 

drop-in center for persons with HIV and AIDS and their families.  Anyone interested in sending a 

donation from the list of needed items can send it to Susan Piliro, c/o St. Anthony of Padua Church, 2814 

River Rd., Camden, NJ 08105.  Donations are needed by Dec. 9.  Cash donations are also welcome.  

Please make checks payable to Francis House.  If you have a questions for Susan, please contact her at 

856-964-1191. 
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Regina Montana 

Rosemary Murray 

Paul Myers, Jr.  

Rev. Terry Odien 

Nick Papanier, Jr. 

Amadio & Maryann Piccioni 

Deacon Joe Pierce 

Arturo Pizano 

Sarah Plastino 

Mary Reif 

Donna Delia and William Rhoads 

Clem Rivera 

Freddy Rodriquez 

Arasaly Rodriquez 

Eduardo Rodriquez 

Helen and Art Sanford 

Anthony Scala III 

Don Schrieber 

Joanne Seminara 

Carole and Robert Simone 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

The Slater Family 

Rev. Paul Smith 

Dan and Loretta Steinmezz 

Charles and Mary Stewart 

Kelly Tigera 

Richard Travia 

Anthony Trivelli 

Art Varga 

Pris Vayas 

Bob Wagner 

Katherine C. Whitehead 

Priscilla and Bob Wholley 

Cheryl Wong 

Joanne and George Young 

Carolyn Young 

Dorothy Zullo 

Linda Wray and Kevin Connor 

Augustinian Justice and Peace Office 

Boston College Club of Philadelphia 

Canisius High School 

(Buffalo, NY) 

Paulist Community Center 

(Boston, MA) 

Holy Name of Mary Youth Group 

(Croton-on-Hudson, NY) 

St. Casimir Youth Group 

(Woodbine, NJ) 

Immaculata High School 

(Somerville, NJ) 

Newman Center 

West Chester University 

Newman University Parish 

Kent State University 

NPLDC 

St. Peterôs Prep 

(Jersey City, NJ) 

St. Augustine Prep 

(Vineland, NJ) 

Salve Regina University 

(Newport, RI) 

St. Bonaventure University 

(St. Bonaventure, NY) 

St. Charles Borromeo Youth Group 

(Skillman, NJ) 

St. Maryôs Campu Ministry 

(Oxford, OH) 

Kingôs College Campus Ministry 

(Wilkes-Barre, PA) 

For men:  t-shirts (s,m, l); briefs ((s,m, l); sweats (m. lg, xlg); socks, gloves, hats, sweaters (m, lg, 

xlg); slippers (lg, xlg.) 

 

For women: socks, gloves, hats, underwear (s, m, lg); sweats (m, lg, xlg); sweaters (m, lg, xlg); 

slippers (m, lg, xlg), scarves 

 

For children: socks, hats, gloves, scarves, toys, games 

Please accept our apoligies if your 

name was inadvertantly left off the 

donor list.  Please inform us at 

Romerocam@aol.com.  Thank you. 



Christmas with a Conscience 

 Christmas is often referred to as the most wonderful time of the year.  Sometimes though, Christmas can be a 

hectic and stressful time that is anything but wonderful. There is shopping to be done, decorating, wrapping, and 

entertaining.  When it is all over, so much money has been spent that the home is now filled with more stuff, a lot of 

trash has been generated, and the true meaning of Christmas is nowhere to be found.  Many people do not like the 

current trend in our society and some have been searching for alternatives. 

 The spirit and meaning of Christmas are important but so often lost in the activities and consumerism that are 

present in  the season.  It is easy to be caught up in buying presents and forgetting about the real needs of our families, 

friends, neighbors and world community— needs that are not fulfilled by gifts bought in a store.  Christmas is about the 

birth of Jesus into a world of great suffering and poverty.  His birth, life, and message of love brought light and hope to 

humanity.  Christmas is our opportunity to renew and enliven the spirit of Jesus.  It is our chance to let Jesus be reborn in 

us so that we may reach out to the people of our world and treat them with the love, compassion and justice of Jesus. 

 Following are listed ideas, suggested books and web sites that will help you in your search for a more 

meaningful and spirit-filled Christmas.  There are three categories:  Simplifying your Christmas, Charity and Justice and 

Concern for the Environment.  This list is by no means exhaustive, but it will certainly get you started and help you with 

the area that you are most concerned.  Many web pages have links to other sites that will help facilitate your search. If 

you have any comments, suggestions or questions, please e-mail Barbara Thomas at romerobarb@msn.com. 

ñChristmas with a Conscienceò recommended books 

Unplug the Christmas Machine: A Complete Guide to Putting Love and Joy Back into the Season  by Jo Robinson 

Debt Proof Your Holidays by Mary Hunt 

Simplify Your Christmas by Elaine St. James 

Hundred Dollar Holiday: The Case for a Joyful Christmas by Bill McKibben 

The Big Book of Gift Ideas and Great Christmas Ideas by AliceChapin 

 

52 Simple Ways to Make Christmas Special and Before and After Christmas: Activities and Ideas for Advent and Epiphany  

by Debbie Trafton O’Neal 

 

A Simple Christmas: Celebrating the Old-Fashioned Way in a Post-Modern World by Lori Salkin 

 

Make a Christmas Memory: Simple Things You Can Do to Celebrate the True Meaning of Christmas  

by Julaine Kammrath and Michelle Dorenkamp  

 

Shopping for a Better World: The Quick and Easy Guide to All your Socially Responsible Shopping  

by Benjamin Hollister 

 

ñWhose Birthday is it, Anyway?ò (booklet) from Alternatives for Simple Living 

 
Simplifying Christmas  

 Limit the amount of money you spend on gifts  

 Give to one person instead of many, by drawing a name out of a hat  

 Give the gift of time to family members or volunteer  

 Write a letter to your loved ones listing what you love about them  

 Give homemade gifts  

www.stretcher.com/menu/topic -a.htm/christmas  

www.makestuff.com.christmas/religion.html  

Page 8 Romero Center 
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 Spend time learning about the spiritual aspects of Christmas  

www.njwebworks.net/christmas/  

www.techdirect.com/christmas/religion.html  
 Spend time doing an activity with your child  

www.hummingbird.com/christmas.html  

www.childfun.com/christmas/misc.shtml  

www.kid -at -art.com/htdoc/matchtmp.html  

 

Charity and Justice  
Buy gifts from an organization that treats the producers fairly  such as SERRV (www.servv.org) ; Ten 
Thousand Villages (www.villages.ca/) ;  Global Exchange (www.globalexchange.org) ;  or The Work of our 

Hands International Crafts (www.workofourhands.org). (Editorõs note:  I bought many of my familyõs gifts 

last year from these organizations and my family was thrilled with the uniqueness of their gifts. They are 

also very reasonably priced. Everyone wins!)  

 

× Making a charitable contribution in the name of a loved one  

 Catholic Relief Services  www.catholicrelief.org  

 American Friends Service Committee   www.afsc.org  

 Catholic Charities  www.catholiccharities.org/index_flash.cfm  

 CARE  www.care.org  

 Heifer International   www.heifer.org  

 Church World Service/CROP  www.churchworldservice.org/index.html  

 The Romero Center (2907 Federal St., Camden, NJ 08105)  

 St. Joseph Carpenter Society (20 Church St., Camden, NJ 08105)  

 
× Volunteer your time at a local organization  

 Soup kitchen  

 Homeless shelter  

 Food bank  

 Nursing home  

× Write a letter to or for someone in prison  www.amnestyusa.org  

× Support peace movements  www.witnessforpeace.org  

× Contact your church and find a family who needs help  

× Send Christmas cards to CEOõs asking them to improve the working conditions of their work-

ers.  Call or write the Justice and Witness Ministries for more information  
Rev. Wallace Ryan Kuroiwa  

Justice and Witness Ministries  

216 -736 -3707   ryankurw@ucc.org  

× Send Christmas Cards that benefit charities  www.charitycards.org  

×  Send Christmas cards made by homeless children.  

      Proceeds benefit homeless children  www.drawbridge.org  
 

Concern for the Environment  
× Send e -Christmas cards www.123greetings.com/events/Christmas/religious  

www.cards.crossdaily.com  

× Use recycled paper to wrap presents  

× Buy environment friendly products  
www.ecomall.com  

× Recycle package peanuts  

www.loosefillpackaging.com/hotline/  

× Make crafts from recycled material  

    www.kid -at -art.com/htdoc/matchtmp.html  

× Suggestions for an environmental Christmas  
www.eartheasy.com/give_sustainchristmas.htm  

 



 

 
 

 

An Advent Reflection 
 

(Editorôs Note: This reflection comes out of my experience of Christmas 2002.  It has become 

a part of our ñTo Hunger for Justiceò program..) 

 

At Christmas time, we frequently hear the passage from Isaiah and even see it depicted on 

Christmas cards:   

 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 The calf and the lion and the fatling together; 

 And a little child shall lead them. 

 The cow and the bear shall graze, 

 Their young shall lie down together; 

 The lion shall eat straw like the ox, 

 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

 And the weaned child shall put its hand in the adder's den. 

 They will not hurt or destroy on my holy mountain; 

 For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.   

(Is 11: 6-9) 

 

 It is a beautiful picture, isn't it?  So peaceful.  So serene.  But, you know, there are a 

lot of teeth and claws and fangs present in this picture.  This isn't a picture of the peaceable 

kingdom because all the animals have been tranquilized.   It's a picture of peace because those 

who have power have given over that power.  It's a picture of the vulnerable not having to 

protect themselves any longer from aggressors or predators.  It's a view of an alternative 

world which moves from predators and prey to partners and playmates.   

   This is the brilliance of the prophetic tradition:  the prophets provide a vision of not 

only how the world is, but how it could be and in fact, how God wants it to be.   They provide 

an insight into God's vision of the way the world should be structured, and introduce this vi-

sion into our imaginations.  It's a lot like Star Trek.  We don't have replicators, transporters, or 

holodecks, but once we see them on Star Trek, we can think, ―Wow, what a neat thing.  I wish 

someone would develop the technology for that.‖  It's the same with the prophets.  They say 

to us:  you see a world where there are rich and poor.  But God's vision of the world (that is, 

the kingdom), has no rich and no poor.  You see a world in which some people are given great 

prestige and status, but in God's vision of the world, (that is, the kingdom), there is no prestige 

or status except that of being a child of God.  You see a world in which power is used for 

domination, but in God's vision of the world, (that is, the kingdom), power is used for service 

and not domination.   

 The prophets put God's agenda for building the kingdom before us.  They say ―You 

want the kingdom to come, then you must work for it.  Those of you who have claws and 

fangs and teeth, you are going to have to give something up.  Otherwise, the kingdom will not 

come.‖ Are we willing to let our world possibly be turned upside down in order for the king-

dom to come? 

 And you know what? We are not bad people.  We are not evil people.  The problem is 

that we have just gotten used to the way things are. We look at our world where 2 % of the 

people control 65% of the wealth and we just think of that as business as usual.  We go shop-

ping and are so concerned with stretching our dollars or finding a bargain that we don't know 

or don't think about the fact that the clothes on our backs were made by someone who may 

have been paid 20 cents to make it.  We are all busy trying to take care of those we love, go-

ing to work, helping out in our communities and even in our churches.  And we have gotten 

far too used to the picture of what lies beyond our immediate circle of caring.  But the proph-

ñItôs a view 

of an 

alternative 

world 

which 

moves from 

predators 

and prey to 

partners 

and 

playmates.ò 



ets don't get used to it, and they don't want us to either.   

 I had a revelation last Christmas.  I was in Florida with my family and they attend a very 

large and economically comfortable parish. I went to Mass with my family on the vigil.  Now, my 

family moves very s-l-o-w-l-y when it comes to getting anywhere on time.  But we have had 

enough experience with Christmas Mass to know that if you don't get there early, you don't get a 

seat.  And we got there a whole half hour early, and by God, we got seats.  But very soon after we 

got there, the church filled up completely and people were standing across the back two deep and 

down the sides of the church.  The pastor came out and encouraged us to move closer together so 

that more people could be seated.  And there were some attempts.  Now, I was seated in the row 

behind my family and I asked the people in our pew to move in even more, which they did do.  But 

no one came right away.  We had room for one more.  And I sat there enjoying the fact that I had a 

seat.  But then I began to look at some of the people who were lined up along the walls.  And there 

were a great number of elderly among them.  So, I did the Catholic thing and began to feel guilty.  

But I continued to sit.  And I realized several things:  first of all, when I was growing up, we were 

taught to give up our seats for elders in whatever situation we might find ourselves.  And I won-

dered when that had changed.  But whenever it had, I had gotten used to it.  Finally, after much in-

ternal debate, I went over to two elderly women and showed them to my place (notice my place), 

and the one extra seat we had.  And I propped myself up against the wall and began to think.  And I 

thought more about the cultural shift which had happened in our society with the regard for older 

persons.  Do people give up their seats in busses, but not in church?  That would be ironic.  And I 

thought about Christmas and the story of there being no room at the inn all over again.  But mostly 

I thought about the sense of entitlement I had experienced while I sat in that pew.  I felt I was enti-

tled to a seat because I had marshaled the troops, raising awareness all day with my family about 

when we were going to leave for Church.  I felt I deserved a seat.  It was my reward for my labors. 

 And it was that sense of entitlement that I felt in myself that bothered me the most because 

as I sat there I made statements to myself about how I deserved that seat because I had gotten there 

early.  And my making statements left no room for asking questions.  And the question I finally 

asked myself was not about who deserved the seat, but who needed the seat.  I felt that kingdom 

shift within me, and it made me uncomfortable and I did not like it.  But it was the right question 

and I knew the right answer so I got up to give up my seat.  But it was not the picture conjured up 

by God loves a cheerful giver.   I spent more time in that Mass interiorly kicking and screaming 

because my consciousness had been raised and I felt compelled to act on it.  But something shifted 

inside me.  God gave me the right question.  Instead of ―Who has it?‖ the question was ―Who needs 

it?‖ And the answer to that meant I had to give something up. 

 And I think that what I experienced this past Christmas eve in something as mundane as 

giving up my seat was a prophetic call not to get used to it, to ask myself how I wanted this picture 

to change, and knowing that if I wanted the picture to change, I had to give something up for it to 

happen.  And I have a suspicion that those moments for conversion float around me all the time, 

and I miss most of them.  And sometimes I see the picture, and sometimes I am willing to pay the 

price.  And I guess that means that sometimes I am willing to claim the anointing I received in bap-

tism as prophet.  Sometimes I get it.  But in order for the kingdom to come, it is not just a matter of 

my getting it sometimes.  It is a matter of my getting it most of the time.  And it isn't even a matter 

of my getting it most of  the time, it is a matter of most of us getting it most of the time.  It's a tall 

order, but God has that kind of faith in us to give us the words we pray:   Your kingdom come.  

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  So, during this Advent season, I wish for all of us the 

grace to not only pray in the words our Savior gave us, but to do the words our Savior gave us.   

 

May the blessings of this season be on you and those you love! 

 

 



Christmas with a Conscience Donation 
I would like to help the St. Joseph Community by donating to the following ministries: 

 

$________  to the Romero Center 

$ ________ to St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral Elementary School 

$_________to St. Joseph Child Development Center (Nursery School) 

$_________to St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral Parish 

$_________to the St. Joseph Carpenter Society 

 

$_________ total enclosed (You may make out your check to the specific ministry or you may make it out to 

the Romero Center and we will pass it along to the designated ministry.) 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________  City: ______________ St.__________ 

Zip: __________________________ 

If you would like to make this donation in someoneôs name or memory, please indicate this: 

_____ in the name of  ________________________________________________________ 

_____ in memory of __________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for your support of the ministry of the Romero Center. 

2907 Federal St., Camden, NJ 08105 

The Romero Center 

St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral 

2907 Federal St. 

Camden, NJ 08105 
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